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WELL, here it is, my first journal as Editor and I
hope you find it at least different.

If you have any opinions about it, please let me
know as it is your journal and if nothing else, I
may be able to use your comments in the next
edition.

I have tried to broaden the contents of the
magazine and you will find some sections which
I hope to keep as regular features.

Lack of space prevents an operational section but
this will be included along with new equipment
or ideas in the next edition.

I hope to hold a meeting for the magazine
committee early in the year to discuss this issue.

Response to the request to name the journal was
abysmal, with only eight replies and most of
those came from the staff office, but nevertheless
we have managed to find a name which I think is
appropriate as “NOVA”, apart from being
‘AVON’ backwards, is a type of star which, in
the great universe of Fire Brigades, is Avon’s
rightful pesition.

The opinions expressed in this magazine do not
necessarily reflect the views of the editors and
publishers and may not represent the official

opinion of the Fire Brigade.
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Why not visit
the Unicorn Hotel?

We offer all the services and facilities:expected of a four star hotel, but
more than that, at some of the most reasonable prices in Bristol.

@ Unicorn Restaurant offering local and @ Waterfront Tavern — lunchtimes or

international dishes. evenirigs, take your choice from a
@ Traditional Sunday luncheon. selection of home-made pies, pates,
@ Car parking. West Country specialites, real and

, local ales.
@® Special weekend

accommodation rates.
(Children FREE when sharing parents room)

€ Unicorn Hotel

Price Street, Bristol
TELEPHONE 0272 230333

A Highfield House
 Restaurant
C H A U M I E R E Imaginative Food

RESTAURANT in Elegant Surroundings

& Rolf & Jane

MOTOR HOTEL

Proprietors: Richard & Carolyn Seymour

STOCK LANE,
LANGFORD AVON.
Tel: CHURCHILL 852120




CHIEF OFFICER’S ADDRESS

Frank Wilton, Chief Fire Officer

ANOTHER year has passed and I think, before our memories become too misted, we should
remember what a magnificent year 1987 was for our Brigade.

Although saved from the worst of the weather early in the year, the Brigade rose to the
challenge when calls from the public came in for assistance and “Operation Freeze-up” was
initiated. An emergency control was set up and manned by Brigade personnel to deal with
emergency calls, these were processed, and services for transport, dealing with flooding, the
supply of gas cylinders, blankets or heating etc., were quickly mobilised, with daily meeting of
all departments concerned. The emergency control successfully operated every four days. This
experience was followed by the major gas explosion at Wickwar where the Brigade and its
Emergency Planning Function again came to the fore,

Our First Aid Team has had another successful year with places gained at most of the
competitions entered as well as representing the British Fire Service at the Grand Priors Trophy
yet again. I look forward to the New Year when perhaps new blood (a significant expression,
perhaps!) will join the group to keep the Brigade foremost in First Aid competitions.

The highlight of the year was, of course, FIRE ’87 when visitors from other Brigades,
both national and overseas, were hosted by the Brigade. I have received many letters from the
organisers, delegates and manufacturers praising the organisation of entertainment, transport
and accommodation, with special mention to the cheerful and efficient manner with which all
personnel carried out their duties.

Among the many distinguished visitors to FIRE 87 were Major General Antoly Mikeev,
the head of the Fire-Fighting Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in the Soviet Union
and Mr. Douglas Hurd, the Home Secretary.

With more than 3,000 visitors from 52 countries and in excess of 100 exhibitors the
challenge was tremendous and I am extremely proud of all personnel, both uniformed and
non-uniformed, wholetime and retained, who responded so magnificently in putting Avon so
firmly on the map of true success.

We are now stepping into the challenge of a New Year and I am confident that we will
respond with the same spirit that has placed us in the forefront hitherto — my grateful thanks
and best wishes to you all and your families.

FRANK WILTON
CHIEF FIRE OFFICER




- Thecountrys
leading
firefighter.

You're looking at Britain's leading
portable fire extinguisher.

One that's part of a whole range that
represents exceptional value for money,
with highly flexible purchase, rental and
maintenance schemes
to suit every individual
company's needs.

With more than 400
sales and service
engineers and a network of regional offices
nationwide. Chubb Fire can offer you a
local service and maintenance network that
is simply unrivalled by anyone else in the
business - all backed by the strength of
the UIK's leading extinguisher manufacturer

To ensure you get the bestin fire
protection. call your local Chubb office
today: you don't have to go far for the bestin

the fight against fire.

Chubb Fire
| eading the way
in the fight against fire.

Chubb Fire Security Limited,
Park Road, Kingswood, Bristol 8515 10FP
Telephone: 0272 670894

A racmbier of this Bacal Floctenmes Group OIS0




FOREWORD

Brian Bowden,
Divisional Commander ‘B’ Division

FIRST, may I wish all readers of the magazine a belated Happy New Year.

In order to quickly cover the ‘Domesday’ aspect as required of all foreword compositors,
the watchwords for *88 must be awareness and endeavour of the last year such as the highly
professional resolution of a number of large incidents and international acclaim achieved in
respect of Fire "87, so ignoring the increasing pressures of constraints and resrictions under
which we are required to work. Each and every one of us must make special effort if the citizens
of Avon are to get the professional service which they have come to expect.

In lighter vein, I am told that our poor old Editor is still having to do all the work himself.
He’s making a good job of it with new features such as, Ladies Page, Motoring items etc., but it
is heavy going. There must be budding authors areund the stations and offices who have had
interesting holidays or noteworthy experiences (— the intimation of a vacancy for the post of
Censor appears on Page 48-). It’s our magazine so it’s our job to keep it going.

All things considered, I believe that we are now in an interesting phase in the development
of the Avon Brigade. The worst aspects of the traditional approach to management and inter-
personnel communications are rapidly disappearing and being replaced by a more direct and
accountable management style; the last of our museum rated appliances has gone to the
scrapyard in the sky, with firemen designed Saxon appliances being commissioned at a
welcome rate. Qur equipment is now right for the job largely due to the corporate system of
selection and appraisal currently being adopted. I understand that our Fire Protection and
Planning Division are entering the technological age and it is rumoured that certain ‘North
County’ personnel are even receiving the occasional radio message!

In spite of the lack of cash, I am convinced that we will survive and flourish as a Brigade
— subject of course to our members at the Big House continuing to receive Divine guidance.

My best wishes to all, both uniformed and non-uniformed, and I hope that, in spite of the
tribulations experienced by individuals in our team, your 1988 will see all ambitions realised —
and the fish bigger than ever!

BRIAN BOWDEN
Divisional Commander, ‘B’ Division




THINK OF US 1ST FOR YOUR MOT

VERICLE: Gvery carovew 3yearsold.  CLIENT: Gewerad Public.

1st Class workshop fitted with the @ tandard Test Fee: £9.00

latest equipment Retest: half price. v
Operated by expenenced Depatment —— Open Monday Thursday 8 30 am

of Transport approved testers - 5pm Friday 8 30am 4 pm 4
Vehicles tested up to 28 days And.on Saturdays

before due date V| 830am-12noon. v

Retest absolutely free if done within MOT facilities also for lzrge
24 hours of oniginal MOT test \/ orgarnisations and Local Authorties,

. _ jEW[Eb For further information, please contact Mike
Did you know that City of Bristol

Collyer, City of Bristol Transport Services,

Transport Services guarantee to @15'@& Albert Road, Bristol BS2 OXT.
T & \T C:) jr‘ C¢ 5 -
provice a lst Class MOT service Te|(0272) 716431

“"Bangles”’
without the “"Baubles and Bears' but with
a selection of wines at affordable prices:
Good Food and Live Music most evenings

OPEN:
10.30 2.30 Mon--Sat
5. 30--11.00 Mon--Sat

HAWTHORNS HOTEL
WOODLAND ROAD, CLIFTON, BRISTOL 8




Divisonal Officer
Andy Walters moves to
Greener Pastures

D.O. Andy Walters, Divisional Commander of
‘A’ Division, is on the move, He has been
promoted to Staff Officer to Her Majesty’s
Inspector Fire Service (Territorial).

Joining Worcester City & County Brigade in
1968 after years of being a tool room turner
Concorde one morning and a Romany caravan
in the afternoon. His interest in Fire Brigades
was aroused so he joined the A.F.S. in 1965 and
then went on to be a Retained Fireman in West
Midlands.

He climbed to the rank of Station Officer in
Worcester when his talent was spotted by Avon
and he came to us as Assistant Divisional
Officer in charge of Communications, During
his stay there he designed and instigated the
new system of call-out as we now know it.

A further move took him to ‘B’ Division both as
a Divisional Fire Prevention Officer and

re-organising everything in sight at Bath, in
1986 he found himself in charge of *A’ Division.
His new post will send him inspecting Brigades
all over the south from Kent to the Isles of Scilly
and from Gloucestérshire to Jersey, and now he
is working with Mr, Robins, a renowned
sportsman, he will be able to develop his
dormant sporting prowess.

Andy is well liked by his colleagues who all wish
him success and satisfaction in his new post.

Annual Christmas Jog

OVER 90 runners turned out for the Christmas
sponsored jog on Sunday, 27th December, many of
whom were in fancy dress.

This year over £2.000 was raised which is to be
donated to the Sean Francis Appeal Fund. Sean,
aged 5, suffers from celebral palsy, a condition which
affects his ability to walk, talk and exercise hand
control. The appeal fund has been set up to send him
and his mother to the Peto Institute in Budapest,
Hungary, where he can receive Conductive
Education ~his best chance to reach his full potential.
Sean took part in the jog, being pushed around
Headguarters in his pushchair by many of the
runners and we look forward to this year’s event
when it is hoped even more runners from the Brigade
will turn up for what is a very enjoyable event.

Photo: Mike Hughes prepares to be carried around
the corner by a binman.
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GEC
Reliance Ltd.

(on the waterside)

FOR HOME-BAKED ® FIRE ALARMS
SPECIALITIES @ EMERGENCY LIGHTING

® HALON GAS SYSTEMS
-® NO CAPITAL

Taste our Savoury Pies,

Delicious Cakes qnd Freshly OUTLAY NEEDED
L Sandwishes WITH OUR UNIQUE
For a Fast and Friendly RENTAL PLAN
Take-away Service find us at: 18, LAWFORD STREET, BRISTOL.
WAPPING WHAREF, Tel: BRISTOL (0272)
BRISTOL. 551561
Tel: 291696 We've been good for business

for a very long time.

Open 7 Days A Week

THE BRISTOL MOTORCYCLE |
SUPER STORE......

' NATIONAL Main dealers for:§, ACCESSORIES <5 STAR SERVICE
F ERs K OFFICIAL | YAMAHR | iomeos | gromssorswms
W , ) ms%ﬂu?s s | PART 1 HONDA | ~ine i RECOVERY &

SUZUKI Equipmant, Bailerles . ESTIMATING DEPT
CLOTHING FRAME STRAIGHTENING

MOTORCYCLES L= TEST

CORTROLEED STOCHS
212 BATHIROAD, BRISTOL BS4 3DR. 0F RCAD - MOTD X ACSPECT NUNAREDS[nuctsioos ot Huimar, SERVICE IN
TREALS - EXDURD & LATEST MODELS Gloves Anoraks sic. MOTO-LINER JIG
ROAD RACES STATI 0" IN OUR 2000 SQ FT. ALkBoTION iy TRADE & RETAIL
| SPARES. SHOWROOM

FREE TRAINING MOTORCYCLE

AT BY QUALIFIED STAR RIDER TYRE
=== Rl =3 INSTRUCTORS IN OUR CAR PARK FOR SPECIALIST
OUR OWN FIRST TIME BUYERS
FOWLERS MOTORCYCLES

2-12 Bath Road, Bristo] BS4 3DR ~ FREE PARKING

Tel: 272 770466 CAR PARK

MON ~ FRIDAY
' SAM —BPM
SATURDAY

LA 2 [ [ (t) 40
=== =\ )
A

~ FREE CAR PARK



Paddy Creton
says goodbye

ON 31st August, Paddy Creton said goodbye to the
Brigade as a firefighter. A free-thinking man with a
wicked sense of humour he should not leave without
his life story. to date being told.

As an infant, with his father away with the Scots
Guard fighting the war, his mother decided to
evacuate from the London blitz to her native
Ireland. Paddy returned in 1946 aged ten years
believing he was Irish but soon re-adjusted to
London life and schooling. The artist in him started
to develop so off to Greggs College, Croydon to i

study graphic art. Paddy Creton with Brian Wetten.

He entered the nursing profession and gained State Enrolment as Mental Health Nurse in Southampton
General Hospital where he became the established expert in shaving. At Southampton General his interest in
Union activities began.

In 1961 he joined the London Fire Brigade and was stationed at Bethnal Green when with a pregnant wife, he
moved to the more leisurely pace of life in the City of Bath Fire Brigade.

During his service in the County of Avon his Union activities increased and his logical thinking, common
sense and humour will be sadly missed. Years ago in negotiations with the Chief Officer, his quick thinking
came to the fore when asked why men needed to take time off in the small hours. He quickly replied,
“fishing™.

Many stories can be told but [ will relate just one and this recalls a visit to a F.B.U. Conference in Blackpool.
Pat, not known for his ecagle eyesight had just driven uneventfully along the M3 and M6 with other Union
officials in his car, and on this overcast, rainy ¢cvening was entering Blackpool when he stated, “Nearly there
— I can see the Tower™. When the other members peered out into the gloom, all they could see was a giant
power cable pylon.

We wish him good luck with his new venture in retirement as a sculptor.

EDITOR

Jack Davis Retires

THE Control Room has said goodbye to vet another member when Jack Davis retires.

Jack joined us when Avon was formed after serving with Bath Fire and Ambulance. He joined Bath
Ambulance Service after active service in the Navy during the war and his good nature and humour were
welcome in the confines of the Control Room.

You could never forget Jack because his greeting handshake would leave you bruised for a week, but that
hard exterior hides a compassionate man, who spends many hours visiting and helping the sick and old folk.
He has a real soft spot for children and should any visit the Control, they always left with 10p from Jack’s
pocket, which must have cost a fortune over the years. He will also be able to take his grandson, Daniel, to
every Rovers home game.

The computerisation of mobilising gave him a new skill, that of typing, which he mastered with extraordinary
speed, and during the typing courses arranged for Control Staff, he even managed to find time to
demonstrate his dexterity to his colleagues!!

Jack goes into retirement with time to pursue his hobbies of walking and horse racing, hoping that with the
extra study of form he may pick up a winner.

5



Ladbroke

Beaufort Hotel ADAMS

Walcott Street, Bath, Avon BA1 5BJ. & TH O M PS O N
Tel: (0225) 63411 Telex 449519 (Contractors)

LIMITED

Tank Degassing — Gas Free
Certificates — Tank Cleaning
— Pressure Testing
— Tank Installations

THOMAS STREET,

The Ladbroke Beaufort Hotel is a modern 122 bedroom, LAWRENCE HILL,
four-storey building overlooking the River Avon and the

beautiful old world Pulteney Br?dge. The Roman Baths, BRISTOL BSS 9NA.
Pump Roomand Museum of Costume are all within a few Telephone:
minutes walk away from the hotel. The hotel boasts a 551284 (24 Hours)

themes restaurant and bar offering a wide range of food,
beers and cocktails. The Beaufort is the perfect base for a
visit to Bath.

GRAND ATLANTIC
HOTEL

Beach Road, Weston-Super-Mare, BS23 1BA.
Tel: 0934-26543

The Grand Atlantic Hotel stands right on the Esplanade at Weston-Super-Mare, looking out to sea.
This spacious, comfortable hotel in 3% acres of beautiful gardens is ideal for family holidays and has its
own outdoor swimming pool and paddling pool, tennis courts, children’s play area and indoor games
room. The hotel is just a few minutes from the shops and entertainments, but also offers easy access to
the beauty of the surrounding countryside. All 76 bedrooms have private bathroom, colour television,
radio, telephone and tea and coffee making facilities. There is a lift to all floor and central heating
throughout. The restaurant overlooking the bay is noted for good food and a special children’s menu is
available. Enjoy the pleasant atmosphere of our Atlantic Bar. Parking for 150 cars.

For reservations and further details, ring the hotel direct, or contact your nearest THF
Reservations Office: LONDON 01-567 3444 BIRMINGHAM 021-236 3951




May we all wish Jack a long and happy retirement with his wife, May, and children Mabel and Jack.
ED.

B

Jack surrounded by members of his Watch on last night duty.

Lily Wyatt

LILY is pictured here on her last night of duty before
retiring; some say to look after her husband Ray.

During the war Lily was an evacuee from London
living in Chelmsford but before she left home she
saw the blitz. Both her place of work and home was
bombed. The bomb aimer must have known that Lily
was part of the huge war effort tailoring Army
uniforms. It was rumoured she put the sandpaper in
the collars of battle dress jackets.

She joined the Land Army and moved to Flax
Bourton working there for seven years and was well
known for her prowess with a tractor and trailer.
The farmer for whom she worked had a handsome
nephew who swept her off her her feet and in 1954
Ray and Lily were married. In 1959 the ranks of the
Somerset section of the Auxiliary Fire Service
increased by one when Lily joined, and during her
service attended all the exercises which she enjoyed
greatly.

Her appetite for Service life was wetted so in 1974
she joined the Avon Brigade and has given faithful | ‘ : ;
service in Brigade Control ever since. Her skill and | . P
charm will be missed by her colleagues who all wish

her happiness in her retirement. Lily Watt, last night duty.
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AUSTIN ROVER

— ABD ACCOUNTANCY
YOUR LOCAL DEALER SER\"CES

for a comprehensive service including
* Fixed Price Servicing and Repairs % Low Cost service hire cars

* gamguterised Engine L’unin% * ;:II wnrkshogdservilc? on Satézrda\rsJ «
* Accident repairs carried out * 24Hour B i 8 .
|::'d:.2 ILZ!:J:g:c?g:Jem;aniegr X Al Jﬁésﬁarepi?‘?‘m ekl The Old Diary, 3 Thicket Road,
* MOT Tests while you wait * Car Cleaning and valeting FiShpOﬂdS Bristol BS16 4LW
A SUPERB SELECTION OF NEW AND USED CARS ! ?
ALWAYS AVAILABLE Telephone 572617
i ﬁ i
Ny ) 5 Book-keeping, Accountancy,
745’5 | = | Taxation, Cashflow, Budgeting,
Voo P Management, Financial Advisory,
Agents Association ~ MOT TESTING  BODY RE'P(FI‘ CENTRE

Payroll, VAT.

| 120 HIGH STREET LONG ASHTON ROAD
PORTISHEAD Tel: 843444  FLAX BOURTON Tel: 3666

JOHN WEST (CONTRACTORS) LTD.

Building Contractors and Decorators
(Established 25 years)

Contractors to
Avon County Council

Bristol and Weston Hospital Board
South-West Regional Hospital Board
All types of building work undertaken

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Tel: 0934 513718
or Banwell 823068/0934 22659 After Hours

79 High Streel, Worle, Weston-super-Mare, BS22 OET




Fred Hood Retires

FRED HOOD, who retired from the Brigade
Control in July, was one of the few Control staff who |
saw service at the old Bridewell building, and in that
time experienced that big step from plug in PX
switchboards to full computerisation.

Fred joined us after a long period with Bath
Ambulance Service, where he was a
driver/attendant.

He joined the Brigade Control in 1969 and very early
in his career took a call from a member of the public
who reported that he had a “tree up a cat” and no
matter how Fred questioned the caller, he insisted it
was correct. When the crew arrived, of course the cat
was up a tree as first expected.

When Avon was formed, Fred was promoted to
Leading Control Operator, and his local knowledge
of the Bath area was a tremendous asset.

Unfortunately ill health has speeded his retirement
but I must admit when I met him at his retirement
social evening, he looked in the rudest of health.

I'm sure I speak for all Brigade members in wishing

Fred a long and happy retirement, making full use of o . .
the camera he was given by his colleagues. Fred Hood with Chief Officer at Retirement Evening

ED.

An Addition for Bristol Fire Museum

IN November the collection of fire appliances in the Bristol Fire Museum increased again after it received a
machine from Oldbury Power Station.

The 1953 Commer/Miles pump was a very generous gift from the Power Station after being retired from
active service. It gave many years’ service at Stroud Fire Station before going to Oldbury, and now it will be
rebuilt by volunteers at the museum.

The picture shows the Chief Officer and Gordon Feaver on behalf of the museum, receiving ownership from
Keith Badley, Manager of Oldbury Power Station, surrounded by men of the works brigade.
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MONUMENTAL
MASONS

NEW MEMORIALS
RENOVATIONS
& LETTERING

MEMBER

101 HIGH STREET, YATTON,

Hoiden Fuels Limil@-=1- :
aksubsidiaty of BWOC u;_'g!

236 Mogr Street
et NPS 508

DIESEL for HAULIERS

GAS OIL and HEAVY OIL
for INDUSTRY and FARMERS

KEROSENE for HEATING

PETROL for RETAIL GARAGES
LUBRICANTS for ALL APPLICATIONS
FAST SERVICE for YOU!

! Enquiries
T Chepstow (02912) =

PARTITIONS, SCREENS,
FLOORINGS, CEILINGS
AND FURNITURE.

177 OLD GLOUCESTER
ROAD, HAMBROOK,
BRISTOL, BS16 1RQ.

TEL: 0272 573355
FAX: 0272 567221

BRISTOL BS19 4DR. 6881 3 lines ) ,_L:A )di,
YATTON 834216 DAY/EVENINGS T
McFEGGAN, BROWN s
YN o
(PARTITIONS) Ltd. )i
Lf/ - .
I . Constructional
| o B . B L]
- 5 Remedials Ltd.
: ; ) 4 Unit 12, Taverners Yard, Southfield Road,
E;_L I x Nailsea, Avon.
| - Telephone: Nailsea 855333 858810
N : ' Asbestos Removal Specialists
¢ 2 Analytical Reports
OFFICE DESIGN Laboratory Analysis

Reinstatement Air Monitoring
Encapsulation
Specialist Repairs & Replacement
Hydraulic Door Springs
Metal Windows, Window Gear
Domestic & Industrial Shutters
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Father Christmas
Rides Again

CHRISTMAS was upon us and
we were bombarded from all sides
by local playgroups asking to
borrow Father Christmas outfits.
It was so busy last year we had
made, at practically no cost,
another suit.

The Christmas Carol Float was
brought out and checked over.
Our float at C2 Clevedon is now
older than I care to think about! It
was first made some twenty years
ago by the men of what was then
Station A4 Somerset Fire Brigade
and kept in the garage at the rear
of the Station. For those who have
not seen the float, it is a sleigh
with a reindeer, which is larger
than life, complete with flashing
red nose, lights on the antlers and
all around the sleigh. The whole
lot is mounted on a caravan
chassis.

Over the years it has raised money
for the Benevolent Fund, and the

hard working wives and friends of
Station personnel who go out in
all weathers enjoy every minute
collecting. To see the faces of the
children light up when Father
Christmas on his sleigh comes
down the road is a delight. Many
people look forward to seeing us
come around and several stops
are forced upon us to help
consume mince pies and toast the

season.

I would like to take the
opportunity, through the journal,
to thank all those people who
helped this year to raise such a
magnificent sum and look forward
to the challenge of increasing it
again next year.

ERIC PIMM
C2 CLEVEDON




“The Drum and Monkey’’ Barbecue

ON Saturday, 8th August, the “Drum and Monkey” public house at Kenn was a hive of activity as the
manageress, Mrs. L. Summerhill, prepared a barbecue in aid of the Benovolent Fund. During the previous
week she persuaded her food suppliers to donate beefburgers, sausages and buns for the event.

The barbecue was built in 1986 by members of C2 Clevedon and Brigade Control for a similar event and such
a good job as done, it was still standing a year later!!

The weather was overcast at the start of the day but slowly improved, leaving us with a warm and calm
evening. Steve Carpenter, (C2), the chief chef, soon had the charcoal glowing.

The evening began slowly, then things started to “hot up”, finishing with a “roaring” trade.

Burgers, hot dogs, jacket potatoes, all smothered in relish, were being consumed in vast quantities.
Entertainment was provided by a local group called “Newspaper Taxi” and the Clevedon Pier Majorettes
gave a spectaculat demonstration of their routine.

The evening was a tremendous success and the following week Mrs. Summerhill presented a cheaue for £140,
for which as Benevolent Fund Representative, I wish to thank her and all those who contributed, helped or

attended.

ERIC PIMM,
C2 CLEVEDON

1987 Clevedon
Bed Race

THE sky was overcast and rain
had been falling, it was seven in

the morning and preparations for
the Clevedon Bed Race were well

under way. Over the next two
hours, all members from C2

Clevedon and friends coerced into

helping, transform the Salthouse
Field into what one observer
described as “a Grand Prix Pit
Area”. Miles of bunting,
direction signs, public address
system and of course the lap
recording board, all set up in
record time. Our local scout
group did a magnificent job
providing tents for shelter and
supplying refreshments.

With the largest number of fancy
dress entries ever, competition
was closc, and Clevedon Police
dressed as pigs, complete with
curly tails, won by the closest of
margins.

The race started at 1100 hrs. with
cach bed starting at one minute
intervals,

The winners, T.R.W., raced into
a record time of 51 minutes, 5
seconds.

Over £1,400 was raised and with
no accidents, the cvent was a
great success.

On behalf of the organising
committee, | would like to thank
all those who contributed or
helped, and look forward to 1988
when I hope to sec more Brigade
entries.

“Fireman’s Fancies”, Bed No. 2,
was entered by wives, daughters

and friends of the men at C2
Clevedon and pictured we sce
Beverly Golding, Andrea Eaton,
Sarah Moxham, Julia Thorpe,
Jessica Alvis, Claire Eaton and
Judie Harris.

Fireman ERIC PIMM
C2 CLEVEDON



First Experience Lasting Impressions

AT 1436 on Monday, 20th July, T was winding down after five hours damping down a wastepaper fire at
Portview Road in Avonmouth when the Stn. got a call from Brigade Control, “Lorry over cliff, The Portway,
Shirehampton”. Having just come off the Training School, this sent the “butterflies” fluttering and many
visions sprang to mind in the few minutes it took us to arrive at the scene.

Of the emergency services we were the first to arrive but there was already a gathering of concerned
motorists.

I followed the Station Officer, equipping myself with two hand radios, making our way towards
the lorry which had left the road, crashing through iron railings and plummeting 70 fect down a steep
embankment on to a railway track.

P

Upon reaching the lorry we found one casualty lying on the track being attended to by a passing
motorist who happened to be a member of the Red Cross Society. We immediately turned our attention to
the crushed cab where there were two persons trapped but still conscious.

These were for me nerve-racking moments concentrating on orders passed to me, and making myself
useful without getting in anyone’s way. At this point my main tasks were fetching equipment. A lowering line
had been made fast at the top of the slope, trailing down to the scene at the bottom; the line made the journey
a lot easier but I still made several journeys taking any equipment I thought would be useful.

There was now a steady flow of support arriving from the Ambulance, Brigade and Police, and a Water
Tender and Turntable Ladder from Temple. Down at the scene of operations the first casualty had received
medical treatment and having been strapped into a paraguard stretcher was being manhandled up the bank to
a waiting ambulance.

Soon after the second casualty was released from the cab and this was a relief as it was apparent he was
in great pain.

By this time the Major Rescue Tender had arrived and was used to take the weight of the lorry which
was balanced in a rather precarious position. The Turntable Ladder was extended horizontally from the road
above and was used to raise the second casualty up the bank using a lowering line and guy lines.

By now nearly ar: hour had passed and it was obvious it was going to be a tricky job releasing the third
casualty from the cab. The Hurst gear was already set up and the Station Officer and a member of the MRT
crew were hard at work in the cab. My task was supplying them with different equipment and supporting the
intravenous drip set up by the paramedics. This was ideal as I could make myself useful and abserve the job at
close quarters.

The casualty was in remarkably good spirits, coping with the situation very well; this was very helpful
even though he had consumed a rather large quantity of Etonox and pain killers.

Using small cutting gear the seat upon which the casualty was firmly placed was cut away from beneath
him and this proved to be very effective as it was now possible to see what exactly was trapping him. After
some more cutting and the consequent removal of a lemonade bottle and a clipboard which was partly
responsible for him being trapped, he was released and after some medical attention he too was strapped into
a paraguard and lifted to the waiting ambulances.

It was now over two-and-a-half hours since our arrival and eveyone was pretty tired and relieved to see
the last casualty on his way to hospital.

It was a well organised operation with the different services and crews working together. The extraction
of the driver was well thought out and not over-rushed but with due consideration to haste. The equipment
was well utilised and I personally think the Cengar saw with unbreakable blade and a small pair of extremely
sharp angled scissors carried by the paramedics were very useful and on the day proved to be invaluable.

1 have heard it said no incident is the same, but this one was a definite one off and having been in the job
five minutes, I feel fortunate to have gained the experience of being part of it.

Fm. R. J. EDDY,
No. 480, Station A3, Avonmouth
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Thank You Cake!

Mr. Norman Pearce, Bristol
University Senior Scientific
Safety Officer, paid an
unexpected visit to Headquarters
on Christmas Eve and presented a
cake to Stations Al and A2.

Norman, well known to the
Brigade for the excellent service
he provides supplying us with
expert advice on hazardous
materials, gave the cake for
services rendered at the fire in the
University’s Chemistry Block.

The picture shows the detail of the
cake which stimulated some
comment as “Bristol Fire
Brigade” and not “Avon Fire
Brigade” was written on it, for
which Norman profusely
apologised.

s e

Speedy
Collection

When the B.B.C. ran their
telethon “Children in Need” the
men of C10 Yatton put a
challenge to their Officer in
Charge, Sub Officer Colin Todd,
that if he could arrange for their
application to take monies to the
B.B.C. in Bristol, they would
raise some cash.

In the 20 minutes it took Colin to
gain the necessary permission, the
men of C10 raised between them
£312.43p, a magnificent effort in
such a short time.

The photograph shows Colin
being interviewed by Radio
Bristol, surrounded by his men,
after delivering their cheque to
the studios.



Shaheena
Ahmed

WHEN you visit those
fashionable shops and see before
you rack upon rack of the latest
fashions, spare a thought for those
who are restricted in what they
can wear.

Shaheena Ahmed, a member of
Headquarters staff, and from a
devout Muslim family, is such a
person. She tries to dress in a
traditional manner but by clever
use of materials and colour
transforms the classic style into a
younger fashion.

Only at work does she wear
European style clothes, long
skirts or trousers and long worn
sleeve tops; at home and on all
other occasions traditional style
clothes are worn. This compriscs
Salwar (trousers), Kameez (shirt)
and Dupatta (scarf), designed by
Shaheena and made up by her
sister.

Plain and patterned silk is the
normal material but Shahcena
prefers satin with bold colours
often in contrasting panels. The
Dupatta has intricate embroidery
using silver thread which, along
with jewellery of traditional
-design, complements the
complete outfit.

Accessories are no problem as
only a small purse is carried and
flat shoes are worn, both items
highly decorated with sequins or
diamante,

With careful thought Shaheena
can dress in clothes which she
likes and are acceptable to her
family.

The picture shows Shaheena in
clothes of her own design. A
stunning oufit of simple black and
white panels worn with silver
coloured high heeled sandals.

Shaheena in her traditional
clothes.

What Tog!!

A short follow up to last issuc’s “What Tog’ article
concerning Tog rating for Continental Quilts. It has sincc
been discovered that a modern day investigation into the
personal clothing worn by Scott of the Antarctic and his
tcam, showed it to be a mere 1% Tog whereas his
competitor of that cra, Amundsden of Norway, together
with his tcam, wore clothing to the valuc of 5 Tog!.

GORDON PRATTEN
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Sopwith Pup

MY interest in Radio Control
Aeromodelling was renewed
some 18 months ago when
stopped at a lay-by in the country,
An unseen modeller was making
an 8 foot areoplane perform
creditable areobatics when one of
his manocuvres failed to correct
and the model plummetted from
200 feet and ended being removed
from the turf in a plastic bag
amidst tears and flowery
language. The bewilderment of
passing cows was beyond
description.

In years pone by I had the usual
interest in kites, progressing
through hand-launched gliders,
free-flight and control-line. Radio
Control was in its infancy and the
proceeds of my paper-round
could not stretch to such
purchascs. I was forced by finance
to be a spectator.

Radio Controlled model
arcoplancs are not ‘toys’ but have
to be built to strict acrodynamic
principles otherwise their flights
will be short-lived and costly.
Many aircraft have differing

shapes and sizes, but all are flown
by the same principle of earlier
pioneers of flight. Most aircraft
look different, but that is because
they were designed for specific
purposes. For instance, the
Handley Page Heracles was
designed to carry passengers, as
the Jumbo 747, the Supermarine
SGB for racing the Supermarine
Stranraer for reconnaisance, the
Bristol Boxkite and Bleriot came
into existence to get their
designer/pilot in the air simply to
fly. What is the difference
between these aircraft? — there is
no difference. All have a fuselage
(body), wings, tail and wheels and
are all subject to the common
basic principles, i.e. gravity,
pressure, thrust and drag.
Areoplanes in miniature are no
different.

Having had the opportunity to fly
a full-size aircraft, I would
consider it easier (if that is the
word) than flying a similar aircraft
in miniature. A reasonable scale
to the real thing in lighter aircraft
is usually about “th to V4 scale,
The advantage in full-size aircraft
is that you have the aircraft under
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your seat and you have a better
feel for control. An aircraft in
miniature 200 feet in the air,
controlled from the ground is
more difficult to predict. My
largest model to date is a scale
Cessna 172 having a wingspan of
some 84 feet, most come
smaller, but there is certainly
much bigger models.

I cannot speak with much
authority on aerodynamics (not
yet) however, suffice to say that
flight is to- move the aircraft
through the air in a straight line at
a speed sufficient to maintain
height. Any change in this
equilibrium is controlling the
aircraft and is any move that
upsets this equilibrium, i.e.
turning port or starboard, up or
down. This sounds simple but at
first you could liken it to
maintaining your balance
standing in a hammock with your
hands tied behind your back. Like
everything else it is easy when you
know how and comes with
experience.

Controlling the model’s
movements when in flight is
achieved by the control of
throttle, alierons, rudder,
elevators, on simpler models,
sometimes all at once. Basically,
these fixtures are designed to
upset the true flight of the model
and rely solely on the air passing
over these surfaces.

Control of elevators, ailerons etc,
are by small winch-type devices in
the model called servos. They are
controlled from the ground by

' radio and are attached to various

linkages to move the controlled
surfaces. Servos can be attached
to many functions apart from the
basic requirements of flight, and
can be used to control retractable
undercarriage, flaps,
parachutists, camera etc. The
list of functions are only

limited to the extent of your
transmitter/receiver and the



overall weight added to your
flying model. Engines for the
models come in various sizes
depending on your model
requirements and are usually
robust and reliable power units.

It should be pointed out that
modern radio control is for
everyone, no need to be an
electronic wizard to use it,
remember, we are in the age of
plug-in miracles, just add the
batteries, switch on and go.

There are models, engines and
electronic control equipment to
suit everyones pocket, from the
adequate to the Rolls Royce of
equipment. At today’s prices a
beginner can be airborne for less
than £150. This includes all radio
gear, model and engine. Any
mishaps in flight (this is very
possible initially) could require a
new model at an average price of
£40 for a trainer model.

It should be remembered that
most modern day aircraft,
whether passenger, fighter or
cargo started their existence as
models in a wind tunnel and from
the results came the full-size.

Hawk 70

The hobby is growing in
popularity each year and is well
within the capabilities of anyone
having an interest in flight. I
consider it a great achievement to
start with a pile of balsa and fabric
and finish with a scale model
capable of flying, particularly if
your design yourself from a
knowledge of basic principles.

Any person interested in the
hobby need only have a chat with
a modeller or pop into their local
model shop. Jargon such as
dihedral, dethermaliser,
incidence, wash-out,
chicken-hopper, clevis etc.,
becomes understandable after a
while.

HAPPY LANDINGS

MERCEDES-BENZ
Vans and Trucks

£33.17* per week ex vatis all it costs to lease a

Mercedes-Benz van, an includes a 2 year warranty.

For more details of the Mercedes-Benz range of
commercial vehicles contact:

*Subject to status — written details available on request

exhibition.

WSM MOTORS

DAYS ROAD, BARTON HILL, BRISTOL BS5 0AJ.
TELEPHONE ({0272) 551571 TELEX 444718

mind.
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My Impressions of Fire 87
By Gordon Pratten (AS Patchway)

SO the Fire 87 Exhibition is now over, what a feat of
organisational ability it was and what magnificent items
were on view to the many cash hungry and lustful eyes
this author witnessed on his brief visit.

There were small groups of senior gentiemen perusing
over shiny red vehicles and gleaming steel equipment.
The desperate looks of longing were reminiscent of
children in the fairy grotto pleading with Santa Claus. If
one were to look long enough I am sure one could see a
moist eye here and there, in my own mind I am certain
that this had nothing to do with the large amount of
liquid, other than water, that was in evidence at the

Speaking from the working man’s point of view two items
impressed me greatly. One was the Emergency Rescue
Tender from Bedfordshire, out of H.C.B. ANGUS
together with all the really useful equipment it carried
and the other was the revolutionary hand tools supplied
by JAFCO TOOLS, each and every item appeared to
have been designed with ease of handling and safety in



Blue Watch at A/1

GRADUATION Day for Blue Watch at A/1: gone are the days when they took to the sea on rafts made from
oil drums, scaffold planks and tubes, they can now do it in comfort, for they have recently purchased a
Domino 17ft. Trailer and 59 h.p. outboard, for pleaure and sea fishing, the boat in all probability will be
moored on the South Coast.

The first raft built by them back in 1981 raised £800 for local charities when they rowed from Lymington
to the Isle of Wight, after being turned down by the French Authorities when they wanted to row across the
Channel, and following that the raft and members of Blue Watch were again involved in raising the sum of
£400 along with members of the Police and Ambulance services during the Illuminated Christmas Water
Carnival.

Pictured on board during renovation work are: Stn. O, H%hes, Fm. Brimble, Taylor, Williams and Vowles.

1.2 Times:
Estimated time interval " Biscovared a1 "Short tme” " | Fairly long time” “Very iong time D
from ignition o discovery __rgution e _under § mvE, Lié‘-éy:é’ﬂﬁzfp_s"‘ . i.e. over 30 mins.
Timeof [ ] Time of 1st Time of T Time f Time last
discovery | J& 3| | eallto FB g[[,ﬁ;i Iarrival of FBl J & (d | under control | jb 51 ‘ ?Elilrlg:ge 17465
1.3 Discovery and call; . = Automatic fire detector )
Firggiscoverae by ™ J0 2i0n T pnmnann | inidiees I ) 3 I__]
- Pel Kkl © H ke
-{mn\/’ Sprfmﬁer L.f?r_., L,S,"j?f; other{spenshyl. s S s rnsse e il
— Person via PR — Automatic via :
e I - ' TR pESE Ssopesy hasessesEel
Methedof call: * ggg Other 9 Running Call Direct ling  Central alarm, Exchange tel’
...... £ S 01 O - W PG R A i Ll M e e -
Other (speciyl . CALL. _ MADE . USING  CELLURDT. AR PRONE .

1.4 Further information
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First Aid Team

1987 HAS BEEN another successful year for the Brigade First Aid Team. All teams have suffered the change in
competition format and it has taken a whole season to re-adjust.

The season’s results are as follows:

3rd May.

9th May.
16th May.

18th June.

00th July.

5th September.

3rd October.

10th October.

17th October.

1st November.

1st December.

The team squad members are:

South Crofty Tin Mines Open Competitions 3rd Place.
Gary Bowden highest No. 4 individual.

No. 6 Region Competition, Bristol. 1st Place. Gary Bowden, highest individual.
Mather Cup Competition, Bristol. 3rd Place.

Fire Brigade Nationals, Moreton-in-Marsh. 1st Place.

Winning the St. John the Baptist Trophy.

Gary Bowden No. 2 and No. 4 highest individual.

Southern Gas Competition, Botley. 2nd Place.
Winning Southern Gas Shield.

William Searle Rose Bowl Competition, Keynsham. 2nd Place.
Winning Cyril Lavington Cup.

Redruth St. John Competition, Redruth. 3rd Place.
Winning Cyril Lavington Cup.

Treharris Deep Navigation Colliery Competition. 4th Place.
Dave Causon won highest No. 3 individual.

Rawdon Colliery Competitions, Derbyshire. 7th Place.
Newton Abbot St. John Open Competition. 2nd Place.
Winning Watts, Blake & Co. Cup.

Mike Smith won Hall Cup for best team leader.

Grand Prior’s Trophy, Croydon. 7th Place.
Dave Causon Gold Medal for first place men’s reserve.

Station Officer Mike Smith — Captain.

Fireman Dave Causon — Vice-Captain.

Leading Fireman Gary Bowden, Fireman Jonathan Day.

Leading Fireman Andrew Southard, Leading Fireman Barry Taylor, Fireman Dave Saunders.

Trainers for the squad are:—
Assistant Divisional Officer Underhay.
Station Officer C. Williams.

Sub. Officer Haydon.

This magnificent record has been the result of many hours of training and practice, and the highlight of the year
for the whole team, was to represent the Fire Service at the Grand Prior’s Trophy at Croydon.

This high standard if it is to be maintained, needs new members te be trained in the skills of competition, Any
interested Brigade personnel should contact Station Officer Mike Smith at Brigade Training Department.
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CLARENCE
PARK

NURSING HOME

*

9, CLARENCE ROAD NORTH,
WESTON-SUPER-MARE.
Tel: WESTON-SUPER-MARE 29374

HIGHBURY
SERVICE
STATION

BEDMINSTER ROAD,
BRISTOL BS3 5NR.
Tel: BRISTOL 664783

H. G.
SELF DRIVE
CAR HIRE

RUSH HILL,
ODD DOWN, BATH.
Tel: BATH 66229; 66579

GREENSLADE & CO.

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
AUCTIONEERS
AND ESTATE AGENTS
SURVEYS & VALUATIONS
FOR ALL PURPOSES

WESTON-SUPER-MARE
415588

57 OXFORD STREET, WESTON-S-MARE

Also at: BRIDGEWATER 42555
TAUNTON 77121

HANHAM ROAD
GARAGE SALES

15 HANHAM ROAD,
KINGSWOOD,
BRISTOL.

Tel: BRISTOL 615030

Geoffrey
M. Saxty

F.N.A.E.A.
ESTATE AGENT AND VALUER
L4
imom R
|‘ moa oA {
8- 3
FAM i B

Specialist in Residential Sales

Georgian House,
14, St. Margaret’s Street,
Bradford-on-Avon.
Tel: BRADFORD-ON-AVON 4880/4889




County Golf Society 1987

ONCE again another successful season has finished for the Golf Socety.

With our usual quota of matches against old adversaries such as Glos. Fire Brigade, West Midlands,
Wiltshire, Bath Police and Bath Golf Club (who we still cannot beat), the Brigade agains showed its skill and
sportsmanship at the ancient game.

We still managed to hold onto the trophies that we acquired last year, managed to win some new ones,
but unfortunately we did not collect anything from the Sherriff’s Cup, held in Scotland, but I am sure that the
team members (F. Hollister, S. Mankowski. C. Cox and B. Love) enjoyed themselves and upheld the name
of the Brigade in their usual impeccable manner.

The Brigade Championship was held at Tracy Park in September, the main prize winners being Martyn
Sedlem and Steve Mankowski. Congratulations to them and condolences to the other players who turned up.

The Society wish to thank the Chief Officer for being our guest of honour, (I'm sure he enjoyed himself,
but we still haven’t managed to get him on the golf course yet), and Frank Hollister for the sterling work he
did getting the super prizes, and his hard work as Sccrctary during the year.

Once again I must say that if anybody is interested in playing, please turn up at the A.(G.M. in the new
year or contact Frank Hollister or myself Allan Dovle.

Many thanks again to the pcople who played this year and I wish them and the Golf Socicty continued
success in the new year.

C. A. DOYLE (Captain)

The picture shows the team at the last match of season against Gloucester Fire Brigade at Lillevbrook Golf Club.




Way back in 1965 at Speedwell Fire Station a
Pantomime was written, produced and directed
by the then Leading Fireman Hughes, now
Station Officer at A2/AS, with a cast of:

Top row from left 1o right: Andy Andrews (retived), Chris
Myles, (Sub Officer at Bl), Nobby Clarke (Divisional Officer
at Dorset), Dave Maslen (Fireman at B6), Adrian Davis
(Leading Fireman at B6), Dave Causon (Fireman, B6), Monty
Britton (retired).

Front row, from left to right: Dick Crew (resigned), Jeff
Bayliss, (Leading Fireman, Al), George Jenkins (Sub Officer,
Al), Tony Wynn (retired), Colin Rees (Fireman, B6}, Dave
Evans (now serving in the Warwickshire Brigade) and last but
not least Roy Spear (Station Officer at A3).

The show, which lasted just over two hours, had seven scene
changes and was played to the children’s party at B6, then all
props etc., were transported to St. Mathias College where two
further shows were put on for the senior citizens,
approximately 350 people, then once again everything was
transported to the Centre of the Handicapped at Wells Road,
Knowle, where this show gave us much pleasure on seeing the
faces of those children throughout the show.

During the scene changes the audiences were treated to the
songs and antics of Big Dick and the Swingers, namely Adrian
Brimble, Ian Jefferies and Pete Owen, whose show in my
opinion equalled the Wurzels with their Country Songs and
Ditties. The senior citizens were in fits of laughter throughout,
All who attended were treated to refreshments and also took
home fruit and sweets; a good time was had by all.

M. A. HUGHES,
Station Officer.
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A skittles match we played,
Upon a Tuesday night,

HQ versus Temple,

The weak against the might.

The pins were falling fast,
Sometimes six, seven and eight,

Till Knocker played his mate.

‘We were 20 in front after four pairs played,
It must be in the bag,

Then Blue Watch played their anchor pair
and Roy Yandell lost his rag.

The balls flew down with speed of light,
And it sounded just like thunder,
When the sticker up along the pins
Were scattered all asunder.

Our anchor pair were fan Jefferies,
Along with the A.C.O.,

And no matter how they tried,

The balls didn’t know where to go.

Down the gulley to the left and right,
I find it bard to be kind,

For that 20 lead that we once had,
Was now 20 pins behind.

The A.C.O. said he had never played this
game,

And the Captain was not to worry,

For first thing in the morning,

He would transfer back to Surrey.

As for the P.R.O. he tried to play it bad,
Because it was the only way he said,
He could get his name in the Brigade Mag.

By ANCHORS AWAY
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IMPERIAL PLANT
& SCAFFOLDING LTD.

Imperial Garaging Services offer a range of services
for Cars, Commercials and Contractors Plant, with a
prampt and efficient service.

aLL enauiries weLcome TEL: (0272) 236333
IMPERIAL TRANSPORT

& GARAGING SERVICES

| ’ C@MMERCIAL ’
TRANSFER LTD

OFFICE, STORES,

FACTORY & COMPUTER
REMOVALS

0272 637385

1 Lynwood Road, Ashton, Bristol BS3 3HH

LOOKHOWTHE

SHERPA SHAPES UP

With a whole range of bedy styles to choose from, you're sure to
find a Sherpa van, pick-up or minibus that fits in with your plans.

And with a range of easy-payment finance packages available,
we're sure we can tailor a finance scheme that suits your business
perfectly.

Call us te arrange a no-obligation test—drive. And see for yourself
how the Sherpa shapes up.

Please contact for details Bob Rosser on Bristol (0272) 730361 or —

Malcolm Banger on Bath (0225) 312774

MANOR COTTAGE
RESIDENTIAL REST
HOME FOR ELDERLY
PEOPLE

FRIENDLY HOMELY ATMOSPHERE &
CLOSE TO FRENCHAY COMMON
Plain Cooking/Lift/ Intercom Svstemi/Colour TVs
BECKSPOOIL ROAD,
FRENCHAY, BRISTOL.

Tel: BRISTOL 5601061

AVON
DOOR SPRING &
LOCK SERVICES §

SPECIALIST REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE “FITTING AND
SUPPLY OF DOOR OPERATING EQUIPMENT LOCKS AND
ANCILLARY FITTINGS

24 HOUR SERVICE TEL. 0761 416544

Shop, office and fire doors. Shutters, up and over doors,
etc. Panic bolts. Escape equipment. Door closers. Floor
and transom springs. Lock systems for all types of doors.
PLANNED MAINTENANCE
Contractors to:
@ MULTIPLE SHOPS @ QFFICES
@ LOCAL AND HEALTH AUTHORITIES @ INDUSTRIES
Technicians based at Bath and Bristol
UNIT 11, OLD MILLS IND. EST., PAULTON, BRISTOL BS18 55U.

The Manor House

Rest Home Est. 1953

PRIVATE REG. HOME FOR THE ELDERLY OFFERING,
WARM FRIENDLY HOTEL ATMOSPHERE,
FULL FIRE PRECAUTIONS/STAIRLIFT. WALKING NIGHT STAFF —
QUALIFIED STAFF IN ATTENDANCE DAY & NIGHT, SINGLE/SHARED
ROOMS — HOLIDAY RELIEF & DAY CARE

PROPRIETORS MR. & MRS. BADHAM

BRISTOL 739086

171/173 REDLAND, BRISTOL.




Most car fleet users run their vehicles for three years
or 60,000 miles, whichever comes first and then
dispense of them through auction, often to trade
buyers.

As a private motorist such a vehicle could be a good
buy, but many people are intimidated by auction sales
and the fear of buying a “lemon’’.

To overcome this a new concept of sales has been
developed by a subsidiary of UBM Ford, called
Fleetsure, which operates as a sales outlet for vehicles
run by Fleetdrive.

All cars offered are supplied with a service history and
the mileage recorder is confirmed correct. Each
vehicle has an independent appraisal by the A.A, and
the report is retained with the vehicle.

Fleetsure are offering a deal for Fire Brigade
employees which includes a two year breakdown
cover, 12 months road fund licence and low rate
finance. Full details can be obtained at the sales room
in Temple Gate, Bristol.

ED.

Transportation of
Hazardous Chemicals by
Road

[N order to meet the training nceds of tanker drivers
who carry dangerous substances, a national three
day training coursc under the name of
HAZFREIGHT is presented at a number of
approved training centre throughout the U.K.

The Dangerous Substances (Conveyance by Road in
Road Tankers and Tank Containcrs) Regulations
1981 confirmed the need for such training.

The new Road Traffic (Carriage of Dangerous
Substances in Packages ctc.) Regulations came into
force on 6th April of this year and to mecet a similar
need, a two day course was commissionced under the
name of HAZPAK.

Both courses arc organised jointly by the Chemical
Industries Association, the Road Haulage
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Association and the Road Transport Industry
Training Board.

Although spillages of dangerous substances do
occur, it would be impossible to prevent them
occurring altogether. The majority of spillages
happen as a result of a road traftic accident or the
leakage from a package, drum or a road tanker. The
refincries and factories that produce chemicals are
spread out across the U.K. The result is that millions
of tonnes of their products have to be moved from
onc manufacturing point to another.

Most of this movement is by road because it is safe,
flexible, cconomic, and offers customers a good and
cfficient service.

Driving a vehicle safely is essential but not enough
where dangerous substances are involved. The
operator of a vehicle must ensurc that the driver
receives adequate instruction and training to enable
him to understand the dangers to which the
substances being conveyed may give rise, the
emergency action he should take and his duties
under the Regulations. Guidance is given in the
Operations Code and includes such matters as the
hazards of Flammablc Loquids, Flammable Solids,
Corrosive and Toxic Substances, Compressed
Gascs, Dangerous when wet and Spontancously
Combustible Materials.

The coursc also covers the safe operation of the
tanker cquipment, in the case of the Road Tanker
Regulations, safe loading and unloading procedures,
usc of safety equipment, cmergency procedures and
knowledge of the legislation,

It is of paramount importance that all legislation
which ensurcs health and safety should approached
in a realistic manncr. However, everyonc involved
in the transportation of dangerous substances have a
responsibility to maintain high standards of safety
and training and therefore reduce the number of
incidents which occur, but more importantly, reduce
the number of potential incidents as a result of the
transportation of these products.

GEORGE HACKER,
United Transport Training Centre, Avonmouth




THE NATURAL ALTERNATIVE

s HANDYGAS LIMITED, FOURTH WAY,
g AVONMOUTH, BRISTOL.

CAN HELP YOU WITH..

- MOBILE HEATERS, UGHTING, TORCHES, * GAS SUPPLIES

WHERE NO MAINS GAS
IS AVAILABLE.

 SAFE, CLEAN AND
EFFICIENT ENERGY.

* CYLINDER & TANK
SUPPLIES FOR
DOMESTIC AND
INDUSTRIAL USES.

FOR FREE SITE VISIT AND QUOTATION CONTACT US ON:

BRISTOL (0272) 828255

<> TANK CLEANING

@® Above or below ground @® Waste disposal service
@ Industrial drain cieaning @ 24 hour emergency oil spillage

service

Petrol tank cleaning. Leaded fuel tank cleaning. Black oil tank cleaning. Gas free
certificates for repairs. Pressure testing. Oil tanks Gas and free tank cut up. Waste oil
collection. Empty ships’ bilges. Road tanker wash out facility. Mobile steam plant.

BRISTOL TANK —
CLEANING CO.

TRANSFER STATION
6 SUSSEX STREET
ST. PHILIP'S BRISTOL.

Tel. BRISTOL 553772
BRISTOL 676091 (after hours)




SAAB 900 — Svenska Areoplan AB

AS you may know or may not

know, the SAAB is the only car
built by an aircraft manufacturer,
if your discount the tenuous links
of the BRISTOL car with BAE!

Those people who have heard of
SAAB’s tend to think of two
strokes or turbo’s (depending on
how old they are!). The two
stroke “tear drip” SAAB 96 was
the top snow and ice/forest rally
car before the Mini Cooper came
on the scene in the early/mid 60°s.
Even in the late 60’s it beat the
twin cam Fords on occasions when
the going was rough. One of its
endearing values was that you
could roll it several times (even
end over end) and still drive on!

The SAAB 99 turbo was the first
“production ” turbo performance
car fin the world.

SAAB have always been
innovators. The reason for
developing the turbo for practical
everyday motoring was because
they could not afford and didn’t
want a larger engine. Even today
with power options ranging from
100 bhp to 185 bhp, the basic

engine on all medels is the 2 litre
four cylinder.

SAAB’s have always been front
wheel drive on large 15 inch
whecls (for traction in slippery
conditions), were the first to have
self repairing large (rcal)
bumpers, headlamp wash wipe,
heated front seats (!) and have
had roll over and side impact
protection as long as Volvo.

General build quality is high and
components, particularly drive
line and suyspension, are
particularly robust. However
SAAB’s are not without their
problems and over the years have
had their Achilles heels. On early
99’5 it was cylinder heads (a la
Dolomite) and unique water
pumps housed vertically in the
block (!!) Early turbo’s had a
paint problem (mainly the
metallic up-market models) and
of course, many users not used to
the characteristics of turbo power
delivery, over-cooked cngines or
took the cars for short “test
flights”. These and other minor
problems which have in the main
been ironed out by now, have led
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to the marque suffering on
depreciation and value generally,
in comparisén to its friendly rival
Volvo. but the Volvo have played
safe by Keeping their models
consistently reliable, safe,
agricultural and absolutely
boring! (Sorry, John!).

SAAB are now over the hump
regarding the guestion of quality
and reliability and their increased
popularity is a proof of this, and
whilst on almost limited
production output compared to
the main rivals, are making
inroads to the established markets
of Volvo, BMW and Audi.

SAABs are an acquired taste.
You don’t know what you are
missing until you live with one.
On paper many other lesser cars
out-perform them, but on the
road, whatever the conditions, is
where the car excels. And
comfort — SAAB front scats are
the most supportive and
comfortable seats in any car (as
orthopaedic experts have
claimed).

The non-turbo cars are no balls of
fire but across country, high
average speeds can be maintained
in comfort and security.

As for costs of running, insurance
is expensive but home
maintenance is easily possible,
fuel economy is good for the class
of car and spares no more
expensive than many other cars
nowadays.

I was requested to write a road
test, but felt that an introduction
to the marque might be of more
general interest. My current 900
three door GLS is my fourth
SAAB and I plan to replace it
with another 900 scmetime next
year, not a new one, but as good
as new, and for the same cost as a
base maodel Sierra or Cavalier.

So there you have it, if you fancy
your motoring, appreciate quality
engineering and fancy something
a bit different from the “run of the
mill”. Go swift, Go swift, Go
SAAB!

PAUL JONES
A.D.O. ‘A’ Div.




H.G.V. 1 INSTRUCTION AT
ITS BEST!

ONE PUPIL — ONE INSTRUCTOR

MEL (ex-TIR Driving School) and Fred
(Freddie Booy Transport Ltd.) have got
together to form.

THE H.G.V. DRIVING SCHOOL
WITH A DIFFERENCE

Not only will we train you, but when you
have successfully completed one of our
courses, we will offer you the opportunity
to gain the one thing that new H.G.V.
drivers do not have — EXPERIENCE.

WANT TO KNOW MORE?

Then telephone BRISTOL 298355
or RANGEWORTHY 490

TRANSPASS

Always a friendly welcome at the

WYCHWOOD
HOTEL

148 Milton Road, Weston-s-Mare.
2 (0934) 27793
™

LISTED

8 Rooms with en suite shower/we. Colour TV in all rooms.
Heated outdoor pool. Licensed lounge bar. Radio/intercom/baby
listening in all rooms. Coffee/tea making.

Bed, Breakfast £12 per night, En suite £15 per night. Half board

£115 per week. En suite £135 per week.

Situated close to the beautiful Ashcombe Park. With easy
access to the seafront and all the Town attractions. This small
family hotel is run under the personal supervision of the
resident proprietors Pauline & Alan Whitehouse, and is
renowned for its excellent home cooking and friendly
atmosphere. Eleven comfortable bedrooms offering single,
twin and double accommodation.

BRISTOL
VALVE
& FITTING

CO. LTD.

SERVICE, STOCKS
DISTRIBUTION

6 WILLMENT WAY,
AVONMOUTH,
BRISTOL BS11 8DG.

Tel: Bristol 821107 Telex: 444241

GENE’S

(FULLY LICENSED)

"LUNCHES: REASONABLY PRICED MENU;

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCHES.

EVENINGS: TABLE D'HOTE & EXTENSIVE
A LA CARTE MENU AVAILABLE.

CLOSED: SUNDAY EVENING, ALL DAY
MONDAY, TUESDAY EVENING.

FUNCTIONS & PARTIES CATERED
FOR

BRISTOL 624458

238 HENLEAZE ROAD.
WE HAVE A VARIED & INTERESTING MENU
WITH SOMETHING
FOR EVERY
TASTE!




A B.C.S. GROUP COMPANY

Barracks Road, Sandy

Lane Ind. Est., Stourport on Severn, Worcs. DY13 9RW.
Tel: Stourport 0299-827100

Bristol Depot: Tel. Winterbourne (0454) 773320

THE WASTE OIL
COLLECTION SPECIALISTS

BRISTOL UNIFORMS LTD.
WARREN ST., STAPLE HILL,
BRISTOL BS16 5LL.
Tel (0272) 563101 Telex 449421. BUFIRE.
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BRISTOL

“Manufacturers of Fire Prot

ective Clothing including
Firemen’s Helmets and Safe

ty and Rescue Equipment.




Fuel
THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE

DIDCOT
POWER STATION
(COAL!

OLDBURY
POWER STATION (NUCLEAR)

PEMBROKE
POWER STAT!ON (OIL)

Coal, 0il and nuclear fuel —used in varying amounts
] according to their price and availability —form atriple
alliance in the Central Electricity Generating Board’s attack
on costs. Linked by the national transmission grid, the
power stations which burn these fuels produce the bulk of
electricity supplies for nearly 50 million people in England
and Wales.
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