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POREWRORD

It givss me great plsasure to be associated with the
sntroduckion of the first issue of a Magazine Ior our Brigade.

¥hen the idea of a Newsletter or Mazazine was first
suggested as a means of providing an interesting and palatable
avenue of communication between all members and sections of the
Brigade, I realised that this would involve a great deal of
work, not only initially, but on a continuing basis if the
project were to be successful and worthy of the name of the
Bristol Fire Brigade. It has bsen very gratifying to me,
therefore, to find that there has been such a ready response
4o the venture, both as to promise of "gopy!" and financial
support by way of advertisers.

Fireman R. Capper has flung himself wholeheartedly into
the job of Editor, and I hope that he will continue to have
the support of everyone, which T lmow will be sufficient
reward to him for his own unstinting efiorts.

Remember that this is your Magazine which I hope, will
live up to its very apt title of “FIREFLASH" Dy being a live,
interssting, and topical publication.

e T "f"‘%_:-'*_«-?a._;v-'w"x. R P T
\__CHIEF OFFICER. -
N A
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HEDIERT O BT AR s

Juite an apprecieble time has elapsed since I was initially
asked to accept the Editorship of the "Fireflash", and, during
this time, on the oceasions when I have visited Stations, I have
frequently been asked by members when they might expsct to see
the first issus.

This at least presented an indication that great interest
was in the =2ir in relation to the lMagazine, but at the same time
particularly in the earlier days, no undue tangible evidence was
forthcoming in the form of actual "copy®™ material for inclusion
within the publication.

As time progressed howsver, the material did commence +o
flow, but never to any really high proportion when the total
potential of nearly four hundred members, inclusive ol our
friends in the auxiliary Fire Service was taken into account.

By way of illustration, ths total contenti of this particular

issue, contains matter subscribed by only TEN members of the
rigade, thus in actuszl fact, only ons in forty has congributed.

o

Despite this however, the contint is by no means meagre,
and I am hoping that the initial issue may tend to precipitats
and stimulste deeper intersst which will in turn no doubt
enhance subseguent issucs. :

As with 211 prototypes, thers will be many lessons to be
learned, snd it is hoped to improve greatly the method of
presentation of each issus. For instance, the medium by which
certain ol the photographic reproductions contained in this
issue is printed is at the moment an unknown guantity. If two
or three pages appear as complcte blanks, we shall have lesrmed
that this process does not work ! such medium under those
circumstances will then nof be used for fubure issues (1

Hers then, is your first edition of YOUR magazine, and I
most sincerely trust it meets with approval cccenve.cs..



THE AUXILI-®Y HIRE SERVICE. (4.9 . Wzlder)

The Arnual suxiliary Fire Service Soci 21l Evening was held
+ the New Passage Hotel on Friday 15th February last.

Despite atrocious weather conditions, the event was Very
well sttended, the Chief Officer, and the Deputy Chicf O0fficer
with their 1161 s were very welcome guests.

&~ polishcd Cabaret act was presented by Jock Hea adlam and
Ivor Taylor. Rill Lleoyd provided an improimptu accompaniment
£o the robust singing of the assembled company.

The end of National Service has brought appre ;oilable
chenges within the meusbership of the auxiliary #irs Servics

The gops caused by the progreossive retire ment of the
1938 veterans are being f£illed by new members who are extrsmely
eager to show their mettle. This new members ship structure
provides an excellent balANGE . s esss A balance which augers
well for the future of the Service.

4

EXERCISE " FOUR SHIRES "

The above Exercise which was held during the week end of
arch 9/10th last at 1 \oreton in Marsh was attended by Whole and
Part Time members of the Brigade.

The Social activities (wrm.eh arc an integral part of
Emergency Firefighting Exercises ' ) provide an gxcellent
opportunity for meubers to mset Lrnﬁ.,lr colleagues from other

Brigades within the Region.




ROUNDABOUT
SPATTON NO .l CENTRAL. (Edwin Harris)

The following extract from the "Free Platform'of a Manchester
newspaper is printed herewith as a matter of interest.......

" ICHILLY FPIRE'

After seeing the photograph of a Rochdale Firemsn covered
in ice after a fire, may I offer the following (sung to the tune
of 'after the Ball is Over')

After the Fire is oOver,

Oh, what a pretty sight,
Icicles hung from his helmet,

It docsn't seem to be right,
Water in hosepipes is frozen,

But he'!ll not adwit defeat,
Wnile the dry-coated policeman,

Is pounding his higher-paid Beat.

- An Admirer,

NANCHESTER . 1h. "

NEW
HOSEREEL
TENDER

CENTRAL
STATION
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ROUNDABOQUT

STATION NO .2 SOUTHYEAD. (Ermic Lewton).

Whilst out walking recently, I found myself in the Somerset-
chirs resort of Pili. wandering down to the Harbour, I was very
interested in people working on their small craft used for the
purposes of pleasure crulsing.

My interest turned to = particular craft bearing the name of
"golly”. The owner, a tall, blue-eyed and now rather greying
gentlemon welcomed me aboard. I lmew him snyway, as will no doubt
many of my readers. '"Togger' informed mec that "Polly" is what is
knowi as a Gaff Cutter, is 27 feet in length, 8 £t. 3 ins. Beam,
and has 2 draft of L feet. Built in TIlfracombe, North Devon, /0
or more years ago, she has Larch Planking on English Osk timbers,
is fully rigged, and carries spproximately 400 square ft. of sail.
Accommodation is very adeguate, the forecabin has two folding
Slecping Cots, and the Saloon two fixed berths with extremely
comfortable mattresses. The berths are utilised as secats when
not used for sleeping purposes, and have lockers strategically
dispositioned underncath for the stowage of beading and spare gear.

The Galley, with crockery neatly thrown into racks, and
Chart Table, are to Starboard of the Wheelhouse, and the engine
is to Port. This is an sight horsc-power Stewart-Turner petrol
wnit, and is {itted beneath a watertight cockpit. Around the
cockpit are fuel end fresh water tanks, with ropes, and spare
gear arranged in ssat lockers. further stowage space is t0 be
Found imnedistely aft, in the Counter Stern.

mpogger” went on to tell me more about "Polly".....
Ori inally she had a large opsn Well vhere the saloon is now,
and was used for many years for Prawling in and around Barnstaple
Bay. During the swmasr months, parties of holidaymskers from
the North Dsvon resort of T1fracombe were taken on short cruises
under sail, as the engine had not then been fitted.

mpolly" is well known for her shape, as it clossly resemblas
that of the early Bristol Chamnel pilot Cutters, being rather
full in the entry, and making her most beam in way of the mast,
tapering aft to a slim Counter Sterll.

This form is known as a Cod's Head, and Mackerel Megidly ¥

—_ —
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and a line drawing of "Polly"™ has appeared in one of the well
lmown Sailing Journals. "rogger" was justly proud to inform me
that another cruising enthusiast in Norway had written asking
for permission to build a replica of "Folly"... Needless to say,
permission was readily given,

The cutier is a very sweet running craft, easy on the helm,
even in strong winds when under appreciable press of sail, but
in the short seas of the upper Bristol Channel, the fully
buoyant bow rides over a wave instead of slicing through it with
the result that pitch is rather heavy. However, in the longer
seas west of Lynmouth, she really comes into her own, riding the
long swells with easy swingin_. gait.

"pogger® normslly completes about a thousand miles or so
(nautical milss of course) each cruising season, and has visited
local ports both large end small, extending as far north as
iilford Haven, and Padstow to the South. The fastest trips of
"polly" with her present owner have besen 22 hours from .ilford
Haven to Barry (87 miles) and 10 hours from Iliracombe to Bristol
(64 miles) - both distances made good. Some years ago during
an October, with strong head winds, Ilfracombe to Bristol took
3} hours % "Togger" sailed it out, Watch and Watch, with a
compenion, and towards the end, through cold and fatigue, they
could only stand an hour each at the helm. Finally, "Polly" made
Portishead Hole, and was anchored, just as the ebb tide was
comuencing to run strongly in the avon River. The two men
cooked their first good meal - cooking on any scale had until
then proved to be impossible - and the Skipper took his first
mouthful and thougnt how good hot food was. The next thing he
knew was some time, very much later, waen, siumped acrogs the
tablie his head was blissfully resting in o plate of congealed
bacon and egg. "Pogger” says that the worst time he has
experienced with "Polly" was when he had been forced by a rising
South Westarly gale, across part of the 5. Goyen Shoais, whilst
en route from Saundersfoot to Dale, curing last Swmer. Thess
Shoales off the Fembrokeshire Cosst are particularly dangerous
when, as then, the strong Spring Ebb tide is opposed Dy seas
running in from the opsn Atlantic.

oo



Repsatedly, "Polly" fell off bodily into troughs, burying her
bows intc the sides of auvwnvlnf quﬂbiug s01id water coming aft
continucusly, and TS urned dinghy lashed ©o

the deck. ALl bad
chosen anchorage was reached safely.

ﬂOEGVEI, and the

wk this point I said “"Chesr jo" to "Togger", and thonksd him
for o very interesting talk, leaving hin to carry on with the
prepavation of violly® for the fortheoming Sailing SeasoOn.

e

1 an sure 21l uembers of the Tr;bﬁ_u will join me in
wishing Sub Officer Ivor Pasker the very best of health after hi
rccbnt indisposition...... IVOT haa buhﬂ o little "cut up? lately :
e was rushed into Cos sheua Hospital early in January v vith acube
Appendicitis. He 1s now back on duty, and feeling in fine fettle.

One of the new Fireuen rscently posted to this Station was,
qultu mderstondably a little concerned warn detzdiled for the first
time to do duty in the Watchroon alone. How was he goiug to
cope with a Fire Call...... He would be complstely on his OWRee.
would he "bungle" the call if one was received 7%7

T: aid not have to wait 1ot ld ﬁo find out. Frecissly two
minutes after Utuking over! he had G ... HEe LDOKEG
1aks & Jdthrﬂn put the Fire bells down, and without =iy hitch
or delny, despatched the appropriate attendnce.

(Some people geb all the luck % )

-g%:-
“ Zither the
bouse iz an
fire o ¥
fnte for

P, -.5‘”
“iir.' £
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¢
TATTON NO .3 SA7TONMOUTH . Peter Addic.
Fresentatidn of awsrds to scting sub 0fficer R.V. andrews,
; ané
Fireman Tersnce Mead.

Pussday 29th. J-nuary 1963 was =z day to be reme.bered by th-
Bristol Fire Brigads, -nd, nOTre particuiarly, by two of its
members, nanely Acting Sub Officer V. <Ndrews, B diion )
Pireman Tersnce Mead.

Tt was oy that dny that tribute was paid to these two men for
the gallantry and devotion .o duty displaysd by them in effecting
o pescue under extremely hazardous conditions, wailst firefighting
operations were taking place aboard the 1L . "Port Townsville®
lying at '0' Shed, Royal Taward Dock, avonmouth, on tis 26th. June

1962.

Station No.). ,vonmouth, to which both men were at that time
attached, mode 20 extremely appropriste venue for the occasille.

spproximately sixty 0fficers ond men were joined by as many
invited guests from other local orgsnisations, to witness the
prasentation ol the iwards, which was made in the absence of His
Grace the Duke of Begaufort who was, unfortunately indisposed,
by Brigadier Sir alan s .8. Durand, Bart., M.C., Vice Tisutenant
of Gloucestershire.

In his sﬁeech, the Lord Mayor expressed his confidence in
+the Fire Service as 2 whole, and said that the men of the Service
becauge OFf thé hazardous nature of their professiomn, nust have
the qualities,of bravery -nd devotion to duty, but it was only on

occasions such as the "Port pownsville” incident, that such
qualities were brought €O light.
The Chisf Fire Officer then read the Citation, which vividly

portrayed the conditions within the Enging Room of the Motor
Vessel involved at the time The rescue wWas effected.

-9 =




Brigadier Sir .Jlan Durand, after complimenting the twc? men
on their actions, said that he was proud to present 'tr? Actmghsub
0fficer sndrews, the British Eupire Medal, togethezf' with a lstter
signed by Her ¥ajesty Juecn £lizabeth II, "J:‘G: ‘s? Fireman Ta:a\;c:nce
Mend, the Jucun's Commendation for Brave Cunug_k.rt;_.., accompanied by
a letter Prowm Hr. Herold Macmillan the Prime ifinister.

The Choiran oi the Fire Brigade Comuittee, Councillor
J.B. Sprackling, then closed the proceedings, and all present
partook of light Refreshment.

4
L .

Readers wlll be sorry to lsarn thet ex-Supt A.W. Maunder, of
the fermer Bristel Poiice Fire 3rigade, is at present a patient in
"N YWard, Ham Green Hospital, Near Bristol.

1t is most sincerely hoped by all of us that he will have a
speedy recovery, and return to his normal gccd hezlth in the very
near future.

Coupled with the abeve, Mr. Maunder's fcrmer collsagues of
the Bristol Peliee Fire Brigade, at the Annual General Meeting of the
Asscelation held at the Grand Hotel on Friday evenrling 19th. Aprll, 1963
[1kewlse expressed thelr regret at his Indisposition, and all hope
that he wlll be sut and about again very very shecrily,




FIRE STATION, BRISLINGTON



NEW BRISLINGTON FIRE ST.TION

In further pursuance of the post-war policy of the Fire Brigads
Committes, o New Station was officially opened by The Rt. Hon. The
Lord Mayor of Bristol, Alderman L.onard ¥. Stevenson, J.r. on Monday
10th December 1962 =t 7 p.r.

The Station, which replaces that previously bassd at Homplow
Houss, Talbot Road, smbraces every aspect of contemporary design,
and o casual walk around the premises indicates an atmosphere of
extrome comfort, warmth, careful pre-plamming, and extremely taste-
ful decor. Despite 21l this however, onc docs not lose sight of
the fundamental purposs of the premiscS..... Operationally, the
whole unit, from the Station appliancs Reom with its electronically
operated doors, right down to the Hose Repair Workshop, are at the
present tims second to none, and might well be the envy of any alien
Chief Officer %

Foam Trailer Unit, snd a Chimney Van. The Station ip sited at the
jmction of Clothier Road and Bonville Road, and is strategically
contained within the rapidly growing Brislington Trading Estate, with
gasy access to ths residential areas of Brislington, Enowle,Keyr sham,
and Saltford such arsas bsing within the Turnout ares.

RS

The appliances housed at this Stotion are a Water Tender Escape,
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REQMUTERNALBEO R
STATION NO .4 BRISLINGTON . ("Gilamer")

Qutside the recently risen walls of Brislington's new Fire
Station, the wintry evening wore it's deepest cloak of darkness.
But within, in all the brillisnt reflections from newly-glazed
walls; of many fluorescent iights, and an all-ecmbracing warmth; &
pleasant Ceremony took place vhich opened officially the latest
-nd most modern of the Bristol Fire Brigads's Stations.

0f conirasts the fireman's profession is full, and the
extreme comparison of the above could be seen in the bright
surrounding order and compactness of the new premises as against
the drab, rambling dilapidation of the old, the latter being
aptly described by the Chief Officer as the country!s worst
Fire Station." Not only in it's environment did it invite that
most undesirable 'label'.....The many restrictions which alzn
imposed upon the psrformance of Drills with the almost continuous
movement of Ambulances threatened that high standard of effic-
iency with which the Bristol Brigade has long since been associla-
ted. Loose fresstone upon the roof parapet rendered negative any
attempt at rescue operations from a pitched Escape. Bven the
drill reguiring the minimum of floor space, namely Hook Iedders,
was precluded as the security of the Hook Iadder was not assured
upon the crumbling window sills %

With all this behind however, the Ch~irmsn of the Fire
Brigade Committee, Councillor J. Sprackling, supported by The
Chief Fire 0fficer invited the Lord Mayor, ald. L.K.Stevenson
who, with the Sheriff, and their Ladies, wmveiled a bronze plague

to commemorate the occasion.

A full assembly of Council lismbers; visiting Chief Qfficers,
Headguarters Staff, Firemen, wives, and friends, watched the
procesdings =and listened to the various speeches. Iater, all
took part in a most moving Service of Dedication directed by the
Vicar of Brislington, Th Rev. W.H. Osmund Moss, M.a., assisted
by the Rev. D.E. atkinson (Congregational Minister) and the Rev.
G.E. Greenaway, (Methodist Minister)

=



Brilliantly successful as the Ceremony was however, the main
interest of that colourful assembly lay in its obvious enxiety
to see more, =anad 10 receive explanation of this so-modern Station.
It was with I think, admirable patience that they remained seated
whilst the Chiaf 0fficer took the Lord Mayor and his company -
hitherto seated on the Dais - on a tour of the premises.

Of special interest, snd visited by many, was the Watchroom.
Here was explained the various controls for the electrically -
operated doors throughout the whole Station. The finger-tip
control for the heating system throughout the whole of ths
building was likewise explsined. The compactness of all apart-
ments for mainten-nce efficiency =nd saving of time was noted by
many, as was the spacious brightness of Dormitory, Kitchen, md
Mess Room. Meny favourable comments were overheard.

From an interssting and most efficient demonstration of Drill
in the Station Yard under brilliant floodlight, the guests vere
invited to partake of refreshment laid out upon tables in tle
Mess, and juiet Room, overflowing even into the .pplisnce bays.

It was in this social atuosphere that wmany pleasing remarks were
wade upon the complste attendance and smart bearing of the
members of the new Station.

Upon the beneficiaries of the enthusiastic drive of their
Chief Officer, of the consideration of their Fire Brigade Conmnitt-
ec, and not the least of the spproving ratepaysrs, must 211 the
weight of effort and sustaining interest so necessary to
prescrve the bright nsw Order and efficiency of this place of
Public Service, for...seses

The initial stir and the tunult dies,
The much-scen 0fficers Gepart.....

~nd those who are left with pleasant stand-bys,
wust work with pride to maintain this start.......

Customsr : "Twenty Woods, and a Lighter Refill

H
i
i please.”
I
i

ey i A

Tobacconist : "Why, was the last one too hegavy 7"

— 15 o




ROUNDABOUT

(Den. Lucas. )

“mith, now attached to this Station,

133 et Gertificats, together with the
Pregental. o =r2 fus the best all-round performance at ths
Bristol Fire Brigade Training Establishment Recruits' Course

No.1/1962,

was th

¢
vibs
{

)

The presentation was made by the Chief Officer on the
occasion of the Passing out Parads, at the conclusion of ths
Course on 22nd. January, 1963.

There wers initislly elecven Recruits engaged on the
Course. One man resigned during the course however.,

Although a littlic late in the day as it wsre, T
know all members will join the lads at Station No.5. in
tendering their congratulations to acting Station 0fficer
Mionty" Briiton on his fairly recent promotion to that Rank.

During the past three y=ars, ¥r. Briiton has
effectively passed through all the Kanks to his present ons.
He still maintains his keen interest in our Football Teom
in close lialson with Fireszn Ron Dowden of Pire Conitrol,
who is the Trainex.

Congratulations are extended from Bedminster too,
to scting Sub Officer Bob Owen, on his recent promotion o
that Rank. Bob, who is now attached to avonmouth was for
some considerable tim: one of the "lads" of the Bedminster
Station.



ROUNDABOUT

ST ATTON NO 6. SPEEDWELL. (g. Harris.)

Hoping for REVEenge...cees

On Friday 19th. sApril 1963, the Brigade Soccer Team are to
play Manchester Fire Brigade in Bristol.

Tt is hoped that the gams w1l be plaeyed at the Douglas
Sports Ground Kingswood during the afternmoon. This will be
followed by Dinner at the Central Station, after which a Dance
will be held at Station 0.6. Spoedwell.

7e ontertained Loncashire Cownty Fire Brigade last year, and
og that svent was such =z success, We thought it expedient to do
likewise this year.

This particular gaus will be in the form of a return Metch
2.y the Bristol Team, as they travelled to lianchester prior to
Christoas. Unfortunately however, our team Wwas beaten 5 -~ 2, and
as the result, our lads ars sbsolutely determined o0 reverse the

score on april 419th. Thy not come &0 support your Teame......
Vocal encouragement will be appreciated.

Bonl VOyaZSeeseasoscvre

Thr

o B
o

¢ of the younger members of Speedwell Station have

g
Gecided to smigrate o australia.
Firemsn Roper, who 1is 55 and warried, has been a member
of the Brigade for three years. at the time of writing, both
he and his wife have already sailed for Melbourne.

cordon Pratten join d the Brigade five years ago, having
previously served in H M. Forees in Korea and Japalls He will
therefore be no stranger to that particular part of the world.

The other member is Tan Gunning, who is 24 years of age
and single. He w11l be taking a Job witn the Forestry :
Commission, and was in Pact employed by the Commission prioTr
to joining the Brigade.

...17..-



ilessrs. Eratten eandé Roper are hoping to join the Fire
s in australia.

We wish the three of them 2ll the Very best in their
respective ventures.

in item of Reel Interest.

Firewan Lawson (Red ¥ atch) Fircuan Lawes (White Watch)
and Firemmn Meopstone (Blu.' Watch) have been sclected to
attend the Cinsma Frojectionist Course at ¥itcheideen in
Gloucestershire.

The object of this trainimg, is to mnks provision for a
trainsd Opsrator to be available at Station le svel, in order
to operate the Brigade projsctor ifor the exhibition of
Instructional films from time tO0 tice.

The members of Thite Watch of Spes=dwell Station have
foriued a Table Tennis Team, and have already received a
n‘-‘ll‘:,-n from ths LLocml Youth Organisation to participate in

2 Tourns '"uJIlt. v.o.esiat about sn Inter-Station Coapetition
bez.acr arrenged. I know no other Station can beat the Whice
]mt{h Team, but it would at least give our opponents a good
insight into the tricks of the Tradt.ccc.s.ce.

Ticenced Bar.

It is proposed to have a Licenced Bar and Club for serving
and ex-members of the Brigade at Speedwell Station, Maubers
and their friends will be sble to spend a guiet hour or so in
coavfortable surroundings, should they be passing that way.

- 48 -
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lir. B. Silman.

It is with very deep regret that ths death
of ¥r. Ermest Siluan is announced.

"Ernie'" as he was known to all and sundry,
served in the National ¥ire Service, and transferred to the
Bristol Fire Brigade as 2 Leading Fireman.

H= subsequently left the Brigade to take an
wppointuent with the Winistry or Tronsport, in which sphere he
obtained ropid advanceuent.

The personnel of Station No.6. Speedwall
in parvicular, and I feel sure, all thoss other meumbers who
knew Ern will join in offering their despest sywpathy to his
Brother, Station 0fficer Leonard Silman on the occasion of
his bereavement, coupled with the regusst that such wishes
sre comamicated to his family.

Training Establishuent.

The Tr ining prograrme for Recruits being carricd out at
the Speedwell Station appears to be well establishcd. Some
really bad weather has been experienced by these lads during
the early months of the year, and when one appreciates the
geographical disposition of the Specdwell Station, one cal
visualise the cold bitter winds to which it is subjected IU
During the .rctic conditions of Jonuary/february o. this year,
it was a common sight to see Recruits and "old uns" joining
forces to make a clearing for vehicles snd applisnces.

ut present thsre are 15 Recruits undergoing their Training,
mnder Station 0fficer C.¢. sllen, Sub Orficer J. Allen, and
Leading Firewsn J. Iles. 4as the result of the additional
number of men, an extra Civilian Cook has been employed.

...19_
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10.
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13.
15.
18.
20.
22.
23,
24,

" ROWATDE'S

CROSSWORD"

B

ACROES
gtrutting.
Take out the car text.
Fost in the Stalrecase.
Rendezvous.
Ten said in lieu of.
A lessage should do this.
Ern sat here on the boat.
Often found in 3 Doun.
A Nenr MisSsS.
Tmproper Treatment.
Musical Term.
Poverty "suited it not."

oA

OV
May be forced.
Tors car used to produce

heat.

Corrosive ACid.
Aperoach these carefully.
Here now is no place to go.
Racing Hlute for this pump.
in Asset to any car.(2 words)
Part of the fzace.
Tong handled vessel.
Pap rim to divulge.
Some gases are - — -
No Reg, he is not white.



(1 .J .Britton.)

The Brigade Team finished last Season at the half-way mark
in the Bristol Wednesd:y Ieagus. At the time of writing this
position has been maintained.

The first half of this Season proved quite eventful, as,
after winning both their first Round cup '_a ches, the team left
on a three—day trip "up North” to pluy against lianchester, and
Ioncashire Fire Brigades on successive dgs. Both games were
hard fought, but unfortunately each game was lost in spite of -

holding the lead against Manchester untll late in the game.

We have good reasonsfor losing however, (2) the long Jjourney,
playing two matches in two days : +fter the long jomey, and
each motch was played on very large helpings of Lencashire

= Poite coup_l.a,d with the after Pizec’rs of Lancashire hospltﬂ—
& 48 2 Sporting occasion noOWove -nd with regard to the
Opportm’uty of meeting members OF oun,,f Brigades, tne; trip was
indeed a very great success.
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The kianchester Fire Brigade Tcoam are visiting Bristol on
ipiday 1th april 1963 to play a game with us, n,nd i s st
- =rs cortain of being able to forccast a succcssful result.

The look of the Team has chmg :d guite a lot during the
past few Seasons, and Wwe no longer have the services of esuch
stalwarts as Frad Leach, Bob Esson, Ted Rudd, and Ron Norley.
Ths nusmber of men entering the Brigade who play footb: ail has
been rather disappointing inm the past, butb things are Now
Jooking up, and we hops to have a few new names for our team
Selcctor, Ron Bowden.

1ist of Wixtures is regularly sent to all Stations, sO
WY not look at your Notice Board, -nd come out into the fresh

Wii

oir and support your Teail.

Due to the bad weather, we are NOwW having to play two games
week. TWe have been playing on the Co-0p ground at Downend
or the past two seasons for our Home Matches, but there ha.s
veen talk of selling the ground. ANY SUCGESTIONS FOR ANOTHER

[ &2 Y]
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SOCTAL EVENING (G. Sleight)

Further report on the "Get together"at Brislington Fire Station
held on Thursday 28th dinrch, 1963. This version originating
from our tame Resident Reporter '

=000000000000000°0~

In view of the distance many had to travel, the attendence
at the first "Cet together" held under the auspices of the
Athletic snd Welfare Association, was extremely good.

An excellent Bar, manufactured by Fred Brysnt was kept very
very busy the whoe time, and was mapned in really expert nanner
by "Bender" Gough, and "The Nole" (Known on his Personnel Record
as Albert Haynes). (4 photograph of these two gentlemen 1S eeeceees
I hope, faithfully reproduced below.... .Ed)

The operation of the Bar was uade possible through the
kind co-operation of our old friend Stan Barrett, to whon we
would extend our gratitude.

A splendid enterteainnent by Clarence Farker (Comedy Magic)
the "Crackerjacks" and Len "Uke" Thomas, was rounded off by a
Sing song led by Ivor Taylor and his accordion.

During the Buffet interval, the Chief Officer welcomed
everyone, thanked the members of atation No.lL. Brislington for the
work put into the event, and said that he hoped this was to be
the first of many such occasions to be held at various Stations.




. PIRE EREVENTION SIOGAN COMFRTIIION oo

With Fire Loss figures rising gach year, it is imperative
that every avenue should be explored to reduce the number of
fires, and it is with this in mind that the Chief Fire Officer
has decided that envelopes of outgoing post from Brigade Head -
~gquarters will be franked with suitable Fire Prevention Siogans.

Readers are therefore invited to submit a slogan for this
purpose, of not more then six words.

An indopendent panel of Judges will decide on the winning
slogan, for which a prize of two guinsas will be awarded. In
addition, a prize of one guinea will be presented for the next
best entry.

An Entry Form for this Competition appsars below, which
should be forwarded to "Fire Prevention Slogan Competition
Comuittee, "Fire Brigade Headjnarters, Bristol.l. so as to arrive
not later than MAY 10th. 1963 e o

e et e it
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10th May, 1963.

Wy suggestion for the Slogan is as follows -

! = ;3_,.
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U o ( Block Gapitels ). e e

RaNK (If Serving memberie s SRR R

H Placing of Entry as determined by Panel
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ANGLING SSEG T 0N
("Piscatora“)

are you "chockers"; fed up to the tceth, brownea off,

depresscd; sick of the Jobs sick of the wife; bored stiff with
the kids ?

Don't put your head in the gas stove.....Jcn the million or

40 others of this country, and try your hand at fishing. You
will then be considered a congenital 'mut case! and treated
syrpathetically by all and sundry

Serioucly though, there is no beiter way of casting aside
the worries and stresses of this hectic world than by spending
o few nours by the riverside in the country with a rod oud line
as an alibi. It matters not whether you catch any fashy yeu
will enjoy the scenery and guictude, and £111 your lungs with
the unpolluted atuwosphere still to be found in soce of the mors
rural parts of the country.

By comparison with other hobbics and pleasures, ingling is
guite inexpensive. an outfit sufficient for normsl purposes
can be purchased for as 1ittle as three or four pounds. In
fact if you know tue right people, you could probably borrow an
outiit...(See your &JF.B...C. Represe tative.)

I+ is essential howsver, that you obtzin a kiver Board

Iicence for the area in which you propose to fish, also a permit

to fish that particular water. The latter con bs obtained by

j one o: the mony sngling Clubs which thrive locally. A
permit nay also be obtained from a Fishing Tackle Dealer, there
is certain to be at least one of these in the district in which
you live, who will bs only too pleased to assist you in any way
he can.

Any queries sent to the Editor will bs answsred
either privately by the author of this article, or through
s

this Column in subsegguent 1sSsUGS.
e




EOTORING

(R.H .Gapper)

Now that we ars on the threshold of what we 211 hope will
prove to be th: Summer Season, some of us look forward to many
weeks of care-free aotoring, and it will appear extremely unreal
to think in retrospsct of the days when our vehicles were totally
wnrecognisable snowbound spectres during the arctic months which
were experienced earlier in the year.

If one pauses for a moment to visualise the implications of
the various mechanical units associated with the complex structure
of any vehicle, it should bring home the unquestionablie urgency of
the need for methodical and regular routine maingnancs, in order
to effectively ease =nd lengthen the working life of your vehicle.
Remerber. . .your vehicle did not ask to belong to you -~ you walked
into it's 1life, so look after it L%

There are various schools of thought on ths fundemendal basis
of masntensnce. Some subscribe to the theory that it should be
offected on a mileage basis, wailst others adhsre to the calendar
irrespective of mileage covered. In other cases, both are taken
into account. Which of these theories is yours however, is your
own poersonsl cencern. The fact remaing that the work has to bs
done to a pre-determined pattern, and with this in mind, I venture
to submit a Schedule of Maintenance for use by readers if they
care to accept it. The Scheduls lsnds itself equally to any of
the above methods.

I think resders will find the kaintenance Chart in svery wa)
self-explanatory, =nd I trust, better than committing the dates
or mileages of the various tasks to memory. All that is regquired
is the insertion of a tick under the weeks when the respective
routines were carried out. altematively, or additionally, in
sccordance with your own particular 1ink! the mileage at the time
of any Routins may be entered at the foot of the Chart.

Do you release the ratchet of your hand-brake when
applying it, or do you like to hear the clicking noise ?

why not forfeit the pleasure of the nolse, and ennence
the life of the ratchet 22927




KGTORING

Gaanging Engine 0il.

Wren carrying out this Routine, do you rerely drain the old
from the swp via the Grain plug, and then refill with new oil 2?7

Wy not complotely renove the sump, and oil strainer frow
the pup unit. You will be amazed at the concentration of
sludge which scommlates over a period of a few months.

Complstely clean away every frace of this sludgs, then
fin~lly clsan off with 2 rag containing netrol. Soak the
0il filter in paraffin, and brush sway 21l signs of siudgs.

TON'T FORCWE IO FUT Tk Flies FIITER BaCK ToIOR TO' THE
PEELL( BUENT OF THE SUME.

Fefill with the prescribad grads of Tubricating 0il, =nd
you then know that thers should be no fear of oil-starvation or
associnted complications as the result of -n unclean sulip.

T+ is suggested that such a routine should be carried out
very early in your ownership of 4 sitrangs car which has had a
previous OwWner. If you Go not know vhon last the sump was
clear.ed, it is simple to £i0G CUt es... DO IT AT ONCE e

L

FRTS. DE CAR RALLTES.

)

No news hns pssn forthcoming as to the pogeibility of
Car Ralliczs being held during the coring Suiwer Season.

&
Those held last yar proved to bs 2 great success. Keep
your cyes to this Section of the tpipet lash! for advance

information in respect of any similar events this yeor.

MaTHTEANCE CHART o

The WM2intenance Chart referred to in page 27 overlsaf 1s
cortained on the facing page. 7o aiford unbroken continuity,

fur ther such Charts w11l be reproduced in each forthcoming
issusé.
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BRISTOL #IRE BRIGADE BallD.

The Band continues its good work, fulfilli
various engagements from time to tle.

Tt is freguently engaged for charitable purposes
on such occasions as Hospit ~1 Petes, and for the entertainment
of 0l@ Age Pensioners' Clubs.

a

Under ths genial conductorship of ¥r. Tom NMiller
(no relation of the Jate Glenn) it has now reached 2 very
high standard, and congratulatory nessages ars received on
numerous occasions.

Tom Miller, who is officially engaged in the Supplies
Division of Bristol Fire Brigade Headguarters, is responsibls
for the suthorisation of Accounts, Indents, and numerous other
such items. Confidentially however, he tends to lapse into
the complex world of half-tones, minims, and guavers quite
fresuently, and the other day when I had occasion to consult
him on a certain official matter, his office door was locked.

A smalT typed notice was however in evidence which
read as follows :-

" BACH — 100 HOURS v vv ... OFFENBACH 1345 HOURS.
¥ NO ANSWER TRY TEIE HANDEL, OR PUL YOUR UARTERLY
: IQOZT uﬁEE; TH:: DOOR, AS I SHALL 3E HAXIEN IN
TTF UNTRORL. STORE (HECKING THE STOCK OF COATES HE
THERE, OR, AAJTRNATIVLAY LNSURING THE COLE EORT&R
IEAVES THE HiGHT WEICHT .

(..... One just can't win.....Can one 7%7% Ed. )



ROENENE RVEINSE N TS

Tha following former members of the Brigade,
having reached the prescribed age for Retiremsnt, have now laft
us. We wish them all the very best of Luck, coupled with very
many happy years of peaceful Retirement, and look forward to see

them from time to time on the occasions of Social evenings.

NaME DATE OF RETIREANT PORLER STH .
Mr. D. MacPherson. 27th. Dec. 1962 Central
ir. George Adams. 19th Oct. 1962. avonmouth .
r. George Beale. 15th. Sept. 1962. Bedminstsr.
¥r. Fred Jarrctt. 13th. august, 1962. Bedminster.
¥r. Ernie Burk. 23rd.July, 1962. Central,
¥r. Harry Ovens. 26th.april, 1962. Spcedwell.
Lr. Re_inald Siblsy. 2lth . Jenuary, 1962. Avonmouth.

FORTHOOMING

I have been asked by a Senior Officer of Avonmeuth
Station, to make brief referencs to ths forthcoming Retirement
of = certain Sub Officer at present serving at that Station.....
he Sub Officer, who, for the want of 2 better naue, will bs
refsrred to as "Ben", has, apart from his Brigade esgapades, 2
rather unisue era included within the otherwise shady chapters of
his Bt el Ben, many many years ag0, Served in the Royal
Navy, and was attached to the Submarine Service. This, although
highly commendable oune might say, is not unigue..... Ben howsver,

T

can go one better - he served in STEL SUBMARINES &

Joking apart though Ben, Station Qfficer Elson alsc
aslked me to say that he, in common with all your other long-
standing associates at Avonmouth, together with every other
member of the Brigade, wishes you and your fanily very many years
of Good Health, and an extremely Happy Retirement. ®a.)

Fireman Gilbert J Croker, at present attached to the
Brislington Station retires this month....Best wishes to you too
Gilbert from all of us.

- 32 -



SOLUTION TO "RONAIDE'S CROSSWORD.'

ACROSS DOWN

1. Herringbone. 2. Entry.

9. Extract. 3. Reactor.
10. Newel. 4, Nitric.
141 . Pryste. 5. Bends.
412. Instead. 6. Nowhere.
13. Inform. 7. Centrifugal.
15. Astern. 8. Sliding Roof.
18. Uranium. 1. Peature.

20. Inner. 16. skillet.

22. Abuse. 17. Impart.

23%. Allegro. 19. Inert.

24. Destitution. 21 . Negro.

In addition to the complexities of "Ronalde's Crossword, "
if you look carefully two deliberate mistakes appear on this

PAZEaasssaanns +ess Can you spot them ? They are very close
together, and 2s a vague clue, if you spot one, you are bound
to find the other ons % v oreere (T0)
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Three of our Firs Control Staff, nanely the Misses
.. asheroft, L.i.Owen, =nd J. Trenlets (placed in strict
order of stature) who have, hitherto plundered under the Trade

nome of "Steptoe's Daughters! are contemplating a renewed
purge in respect of the collection of Rags, Woollens, and
amall items of Scrap, during the month of april, 1963.

Lest year, the sumn of Ten Founds was realised by the
collection s=md subsesjuent sale of the various items collected
from Stations, and although our three friends have in fact
slready issued an "Early sarning® of their intention, L 2l
thought opportune to present this particular iten to our
resders as an additional reumindsTe

The anticipated date of collection will be TUESDaY
PRI 30th 1963. On this date, the newly-styled "RoG TIVR
DOLIS! will call at the six Bristol Fire Stations to collect
itsme which have been 2orwarded to these points by personnel.

Tf therefors, ony of our readers will ensure that items
of scrap are forwarded te their nearest Fire Station, they may
rest assured that it will be appreciated by all concerned.

The proceeds from the salc of the collected items will
be passed to the Firc services!iational Benevolent Pund.

PIEASTE THEREFORE HAVE . GOOD LOOK AROUND. « « LEVERY, LITTLE
7

Winl, HELP ti% (ADVERTISERS aRi MORE THAN WELCOMs TO
JOIN IN THE SPIRTT OF THIS BIG CIEsR-0UL)




BRIGADE SQUIAL AND WLIRARE ASSOULATION

... "The Rirst of Many®.... (..D.0. W.Rapley.)

Following the suggestion by ths Athietic and Welfare
ation Comuid utc,e that some form of Social Event should be
ed ot Station level from time to time, a very successiul
cgother" was held at the new Brislington Fire Station on
3} schy evenin g iarch 28th 1.63.

The evening's cntertainment was arr nged by the
personnel of the Station, and it is extremely gratifying to
‘now that their efforts were by nO mesis in wvaiil.

approximately onc rundred serving ond retirsd members
turned up, and meny reminiscences Werc recalled over very meny
pints.

ngonny” Sleight ably compercd the entertainment, and
bffortb couplr wita thoss of the semi-profc ssionals, was

hi

PJ. [0)]
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Quch Pold stagers" present as srthur Leek, "Bung"
Leatherby, Bob Cooke, Cecil ¥ ulkner, les Hardwick, "Smudger"
Smith, and Bob Mackay made ths efforts of ths Station personnel
sore th-n worth while, and it 1is hoped that the success of this
particular event will rind its way through the "graps ving', and
resuli in an sven largesr attendance st the next Social K,Vg-,n:mg.

joX]

- - VERY WELL DONz, STaTION NO.L tLte

r-o.u.vnccu-.-Cucnnc----a--no-uenu---o--o--Q'lnuonlo-toco

i 5 Joed saaw I
ili The true 2rt of Hospitality is ths capability of i
i+ making unin V’ltfﬁ visitors fssl they are at homs .....

e

]

lid Particularly when you only wish they WeTE «.eseses I
Fiie 2 ol
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SPECIAL NEWS TITEM,

on #onday 1lth. March 1963, a Call was received at Fire
Control, indicating that a motor lawnch had been swept from its
moorings near the Brislington Bridge, St. annes with a men aboard.

The Water Tender Escape 150 TW was despatched from the new
Brislington Fire Station, with Sub Officer E.¥. Parsons in charge,
and upon arrival, it was found that the launch had been carried
by the extremsly strong current on to the rocks adjacent to the
weir.

When he resached the river bank, Fireman Ivor D. Brown
discarded his fire tunic, tied a line around himsslf, entered the
rapidly swirling waters, and swam towards the disabled craftesees
When within only a few feet of the craft, he was carried completel;
off course by the current, =nd towards the weir. His companions
on the bank however, guickly hauled him ashore.

"Topper" Brown, although 2lmost exnousted, insisted on making
a second attempt, and in so doing swam a further 200 feet upstream
in sn attempt to off-set the effect of the current. He did
manage to reach the launch, bub by this time he was too exhausted
to climb abonrd. The occupant of the launch lowered himself on
o Brown's shoulders, and the shore pzarty comienced to haul both
men towards the bank. During this time, "mopper® was submerged
on 2 nusber of occasions. Suddenly, the current swept Brown's
companion away towards the TOCKS .« « «v =« .Spectators on the bank
threw hin o line, snd he was hauled o safety. Likewise,

Fireman Brown's companions on the shore again hauled him to safety

Both men were teken to hospital, suffering from exhaustion
and shock, but fortunately were later discharged.

Asked later by a reporter as to his thoughts at the time,
topper” stated that he was "rathsr concerned about 16 pieces of
toast which were ready to be eaten back at the Station"...s-ccoetl

(He did nct mention that they were all ordered by himself...)

= 55 =



BRIGADE APPLIANCES.

A% a parallel to the modernisation programme which is
being carried out by the Brigade in rslation to the replace-
ment of o0ld station prcemises, so likewise is the acguisition of
new opsrational vehicles.

During the past three years, the Brigade has taken into
servics a new Merryweather Turntable Laddsr, mounted on an
A.E.C. Diesel-engined chassis; a Bedford Zmergsncy Tender in
gvery way complcte with appropriate rescus :nd cutting equipment ;
a Bedford Tump; and, very recently, a Hose Reel Tendsr, the two
latier appliances being fitted with Wireless eguipment. Addit-
ionally, an extremely impressive Ford Zephyr "Estate" Wirslsss
Car has been commissioned, and carriss light cmergency items of
gguipment together with Breathing spparatus. A1l these new
appliznces have in fact been allocated to the Central Station.

Very shortly, two additional Pumps of Bedford origin will
be commissioned, one will run as the second Pump at the Central
Station, whilst the other will take its place in the Brigade
at ths Avonmouth Station, and will in fact replace the well known
Leyland "Cub" applisnce CHW 353.

£ course by tasir appropriate ILetters, which are in fact EHY,
RHY, SHU, and SHY. The two latter are already allocated for the
two appliznces not yet rsceived.

It is fully sppreciated that serving members of the Brigads
ore well awsre of the intrmiuction of new appliances, but it is

o
v}

€ at Pensioners wao are living away from the City may be
interested in such ascquisitions, as, during their respsctive
terms of service, they were proud to associate themsclves with
such 0ld faithfuls as HY 1801 (now sold) HY 4979, 9756, CHW 353,
DEY 496, snd FAT 674 (now at Avonmouth) -- In fact, all thess
Icylands are held on the Reserve of the Brigads, and on the
occagions when they are rceguired to take their place "on the
run" they are as ready to respond as they were in their "youth",

which in most cases was 30 years azo ‘i1




" ST0P PRESS " NEWS.

It is regretted that the issue of this Maga?ine i? m?de
after the annocuncement of ene of the items ccntalined within
its pages, namely the Foctball Match between the Bristol
Fire Brigade Team, and that of Ethe Manchester Fire Brigade
which teok place en Friday April 1Gth, 1963. This time,
the Bristcl Team d4id not losee......They drew 1 -1 |

-

ACKNOWLEDG ElEN TS.

The "Fireflash' Management Ceommittee wish tc express their
appreciation te the following organizaticns for their help and
guidance in respeet of technical advice ss willingly given
in relaticn tc the undertaking of the productien of this
publicaticn. .o .

Miss M. Jarrett, Editor, Bristesl Waterworks 'Newsletter".
Bristcl Corporaticn Printing & Stationery Department.
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"The Vet is in

there with the
Transport Cfficer...
- they'll be out

in a Pinute..s..




