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HAVE EVERYTHING FOR
MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN
AND THE HOME

Behind every transaction, there is Lewis’s famous
Yy rdl 101,
guarantee, of satisfaction, or money back without

quibble

LEWIS'S

THE HAYMARKET, BRISTOL.
TELEPHONE: 21061
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EDITORI AL

As the ysar 19563 draws te a close, so the time arrlves to present the fourth

publieation of the "Fireflash".....

Within the very strict limitatfons of the financial boundaries the
publicatlon has been made as extenslve as pessible. Whether or not it can
termed as being a success or otherwise, | am In no position to judge...
Certainly, there have been numercus congratulatory ecmments, both written, and
verbal. By the same token however, there have also been comments of the

cpposite type !

The Chief Officer has mentioned In his Foreword that the Magazine has now
become an Integral pari of the Brigade, and that it effectively ceomenis the
bonds of comradeship between past and present members. This fs without doubt
very true, as | was vividly reminded of when attending a recent Meeting of
the Association of the former Members of the Bristol Police Flre Brigade
Here, we have a great number of people who In most cases were originally
Bristolians, but whose Service sommltments took them to places far and wide.....
Fach and every one of these gentlemen recelves a copy of the " ireflash?, and
from the favourablc comments made, 1t would appear that the task of presenting
cach pubiication Is well worth the effort - even for ihat small community alone !

This may well be ihe final publicatlion which will appear In this particular
medlum. Alwost immediately after Chrlstmas, a Meeting of the "Fireflash" CommIttes
will be convened in order to resolve the type of gublication sujgested
by the Chief Fire Cfficer, presumably of a printed nature, Revenue pctential
will have an over—all dictatorial measure on the outcome of this Meetlng, but
readers will rost assured that the best possible puoileatlon will be presented

commensurate with eircumstances prevalllng.

Since the Inttial formulatlon of the "Fireflash" Committee, there have been
considerable numbers of new entrants into the Brigade. Within this pumber there
s ro doubt the odd individual or so who may possibly be Interested Tn sharing
the task of onhancing the content of the "Fireflash! (Who knows.... there may be
an Editor who would be more In keeping with the status of the Brigade 1} If,
therefore, ANY reader who considers himszlf able o step Intc the active role
of Statlon or Dcpartmentzl Representative {or Edltor) perhaps he would be good

enough to communicate with me, and 1 will with every respect, make a note for

future reforence !

u
Cloane

it has been stated that the centent of the "Firefiash! fs varled and "liv
This is truly amazing when the handful of contributors is taken into accouni. I
would be extremely remiss of me if ! did not make partleular reference to the
unfalling and extremely interesting contributions received from my very valued
and long—standing friend Ernest Lewton, of the Sout'mead Station, Unfortunately,

. El o & A . -m Ll
S-ttoms 1o elihe evirenoly wenare; or covoletely

te response Trom geriain clher



e

non-existent ! | shall probably be called over the coals, as it wepe for saylng
this, but It will at least add welght to the comments contalned in the previous
paragraph.

Since the revelation of the clash of names between the Gloucestershire County
Fire Service Magazine and thai of ours, | “ave had the pleasure of entering into
communication with the Editor of the Gloucestershire "Fireflash!, Accordingly,
arrangements have been ccneluded to effect an interchange of publications,... copies
of the Bristol publication will find their way to certain of the Gloucestershire
Statlons, and likewise, copfes of the "other! "Firefiash! wifl be forwarded to each
of our Stations.,

Orn another page of this publicatlon will be fodnd an extract from Gloucestershire
"Fireflash! which refers to ours, which | trust will prove of interest to peaders,

Finally, | would like to relterate the Good Wishes of our Chief Offfcer, now that
the Christmas Seascn is almost with us, and to wish each and every one of our
readers an extremely Happy Christmas, and a Prosperous and Peacefu! New year, with
an over-abundance of genuine Good WET R i,
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- GARDENING CORNER {777 ) #SPECEAL ITEM BY OUR ULTRA-MAD
HORTICULTURALIST. .ERN LEWTON}

On the ccoasion of the award of the Queen's Commendation to Fireman |.0. Brown at
Station No.4 Brisiington recently, a keen loeal gardener also attached to the Station made
enguirtcs of our friend "Doe® Wheatloy how he managed o obtain sueh a marvellous depth of
colour In the red Coleus plants which he had placed arcund the Dais.sss» Coc, who is as
we all know, always ready tc g;vu a helping blast of advlce on such mattors Pupllﬁd o

cross them with a Beetroot .

With 2 profusion of thanks, the loeca

i dener departed, and 1t has since been revealed
that beetroct seeds are practlically unobtainabl

e Brislington Area.
-

Doubtless, within the course of the next few years, a new strain of Ccleus may be

able knewn as the Sllvestertorium Vurlbty, incorporating edlble roots !
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LNOTHER "FIRST" FOR SOUTHMEAD STATION.....
The first Fire Call attended by a pecontly posted Reerult to this Statfon transpired

to be o his own motor car ! Hope he was adegquately Tnsured,.o.io...
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ANNUAL PARADE ANO DEMONSTRATION.

On Friday October 25th last, the Annual lnspeeticn and Demonstration took
place at Station No,2 Southmead,

Amongst the Civic dignitaries present were The Lord Mayor, Mrs. Florence Brown,
J.P., Cyril H, Langham, Esq., (Vice Chalrman, Flre Brigade Committes), various
representatives of other Corporation Depariments, The Chlef Fire Officer, and

invited guesis.

Mr. A.V. Thomas, G,M. H,M. Inspector of Fire Brjgades, who had previously
made his Annual Inspection of the Bristol Statlons stated that once again, he was
pleased to be In a position to forward a favourable Report on behalf of the 3rigade,

The Inter Station Efficiency Perpetual Challenge Trophy was presented to
Station Officer E, Storey by the Lord Mayor, thls Trophy having been wen during the
year by Station No,3. Avonmouth,

Following the Presentation of the Trophy, The Lerd Mayor, and H.M., Inspector
walked through the ranks of the Parade, accompanied by the Viee Chairman, and The
Chief Officer.,

There then followed an extremely interesting Drill Demonstration, which embraced
varicus aspacts of Fireground procedure, including Resecus by means of a Wheeled Eseape,
Breathing Apparatus, Resuscltation, and the extIngulshment of simulated fire by means
of four jets. Following this, one of the two new Pumps was got to work by personnel
from Statfon No.3. Avonmeuth, and, using the High Pressure potential of the Pump.
delivery two Hose Reels from the appliance produced "Fog" and effectively subdued
2 “raging petrol fire which had hitherto been burning In a large tank In the Yard.
Yhether It was the fact that Avonmouth personnel carried cut the Drill which made
the whole thing so effective, | would not Ifke to say, but exiremely effective It was.
The heat from the fire could be felt at the extreme end of the yard,

To conclude the Dri1ll Demonstration, two Turntabie Ladders were brought on to the

scene, and Line Rescues incorporating Sling, and Neil Robertson Stretcher were carrled
out,

In short, the whole sequence of arrangements, including the Refreshments afterwarc
went off absolutely perfectly.... | have had the privtlage of attending most of the
Annual Parades since 1948.... somehow or other this one to my mind will bea vivid.
memory to me for a long time to come !

R.H.G.
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RECENT APPCINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS.

Consequent upon the progressive Introduetion and implementaifon of the
48 hour week Duty System withIn the Brigade, three new Assistant Divisional Officer
Ranks have recently been filled,.... The Management of the "Fireflash" have therefore
the extremely pleasant task of tendering thelr eongratulations to A.D.C., F.C, Ponsford
on the occasion of his recent promotion to that rank, and a warm weleome to itwo other
newly appolnted Officers to that rank, namely A.D.QO. F.. Mead formerly of the
Plymouth City Fire Brigade, and A.U.0., H.B. Hutchings, who untl! his recent
appointment to the Bristol Fire Brlgade, served with the London Fire Brlgade. We are
all aware of 1.D.0. Ponsford's progressive asscciation with the Brigade, but with
regard to 4.0.0's Mead and Hutehings, it would perhaps be eypedient to presenti a brief
resume! of their previous Fire Brigade activities.

L.D.0. Mead joined the Plymouth City Brligade In 1938, and durlng the Wariime
Natfonal Fire Service era was promoted to Leading Fireman, and subsequently to the
rank of Section Leader, Upon de-naticnallsation In 1948 he was appeinted as Sub
Offfcer, and held this rank untll he was promoted to Statlon Officer in 1955, 1% must
most certainiy be an underiaklng to leave such a beautiful Clty as Plymouth to taxe up
dutfes here In Bristol, with its maze of one way traffic systems - a maze which very

few Bristollans of long standlng have yet to reselve !

2.9.0. H.B. Hutehings Jolned the London Flre Brigade during December 1938,
after having served for four years In the Coldstream Guards, and rising to the rank of
Sergeant, Following his recall to the Army In December 1939 he re-jolned the
Coldstream Guards, but was subsequently transferred to the Army Fire Service, and attalned
the rank of Warrant Officer Class i, During servlce with H.M, Forces durling the War,
Mr. Hutchings was awarded the M.B.E., and was alsc Mentioned Tn Despatches.

He returned to the National Fire Service (London &rea) in January 1946, and
was promoted to Leading Ffreman In January 1949: Sub.0. In 1950 : and Statfon Officer
in July 1954,

Congratulations too, are offered to Statlon Officer W.E. Flenty and
T.H. Base on the occasion of thelr promotion te that rank on 11th. October 1963.
Both these Offlcers, who how serve In the Flre Prevention Depariment, commenced

thelr Fire Brlgade service at the Avonmouth Station.

It is with extreme pleasure too that the announcement of the promotion to
the Rank of Acting Statlon Offleer ls made In respeet of an extremely popular member
of the Brlgade, namefy Sub Officer T.H. Hale.... Tom has served at the Ceniral
Station for the past eighteen months, prlor to which he was attached to Avonmouth.
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Sub Cfficer R.C. Taylor, ancther former member of the Avonmouth Station
was prcmotad tp Station Officer during November. Stn.0. Taylor, who has also
served In the Fire Prevention Departiment is now attached to Brigade Headquarters,
and works In close liaison with Assistant Divisional Offleers Mead and
Hutchings.

Acting Station Officer M.J. Britton has also been promoted to the
rank of Station Offlcer with effect from 22nd. November last, and continues to
serve at the Bedminster Station.

Now for news of a2 "Fireflash" stalwart, ngmeiy fuxiliary Fire Service
Sub Officer A.J. Walder.... 1t is with extreme pleasure that his promotion to
that of A.F.S. Station Officer is announced, Mr., Walder, who is cbviously a
keen member of the Service, has participated In numerous Exercises held during the
past years, both at home, and away. He is a Representative of the fFiref lash"
and has kindly sent in extremely Interesting articles from time to time sinee the
formulation of the Brlgade Magazine.

Other recent promotions are i- Leading Fireman S, Neale, to Acting 5ub.0,
L.Fm. 1. Player to Acting Sub Officer (Stations 2 and 4 respectively).

Fm. G.B. Young (5tn.6) to L.Fm, Fm, B. Probert (5tn.5) to L.Fm.
Fm. R. Wyatt (Stn.1} to L.Fm, Fm, R.F. Stanley (Stn.3.) to L.Fm.

In addition, Fm. Denton, Hedges, Hewitt, and Redman are promoted to
the rank of Actling Leading Fireman

R e SRR e e R R 6K M KM S S e M E R N R e SR R N R e e

BRISTOL WATERWORKS CC., SOCIAL & DANCE FRIDAY 20th. DECEMGZER.

[ have been asked by Fireman R.L. Llovd of Station No.q Central, to Inform
readers that he has tickets for sale at 5/- each (inclusive of Buffet) for the
above Social and Dance, to be held st Fairfax House on FRIDAY 20th. DECEMBER 1963,

Anyone Interested in attending should contact Bob Lloyd, "RED WATCHY, Central
Fire Station, Bridewel}l Street, Bristol.d.
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AVONMOUTH _FIRE STATION. R.H. Gapper (Headquarters)

in the Summer edition of "Fireflash", [ presented a full page photograph
of the Avonmouth Station, and in previocus editions, have progressively worked
through the varlous other new Stations.

[ had hoped to have completed this sequence by highlighting Speedwell
Fire Station In this 1Issue, but unfortunately, it was not pessible to obtain a
bloek for the purpose of the photographle reprecduction on the opposiie page...

However, for the time being, it was expedient to utllisc two smaller
photographs relating to the new Avonmouth Staticn, and these appear on the
<
faclng page.

The top pleture portrays the Station Watchroom Console, and various
Ttems used for the receipt and transmissfon of both Operaticnal and Adminlsirative
messages, together with Shipping Disposition Board, Flre Situation Board, and
Schedule of Pre-determined Attendances to Special Risks. A miniature map of the
Avonmouth and Royal Edward Dock Area Is embraced within the console, and by the
manlpulation of plugs into respective sockets, the disposition of any glven
Docks Fire Alarm location may be quickly determined,

Station No.3. Watchroom Procedure Is perhaps a rather tmique study In
Ttself when compared with the average Bristol Station (apart of course from the
Brigade Contrcl itself) In that in the event of a call being received to the Dock
Area, numerous Port of Bristol Authorlty Cfficials have to be fnformed, .in
addition to which under certain circumstances, acticn has to be taken by the
Watchroom Attendant to enable the Junction Cut Swing Brlidge to be opened In order
to afford unrestricted passage of the Flrcboat "Endres Gane" into the "0ld Dock!
basin. Similarly, identlcal steps have to be taken when access into the 01l Basin
is necessary when responding to Shipping tncidents Involving Petrol or Cil Tankers.

A Call may be received at this Statlfon In any of FIVE ways....Namely, by
Running Call, Brigade Control, Exchange Telephcne, Direct Iine from P.B.A. Pollce;or
Docks Automatic Telephone, The Indicator Panel of the
Docks Fire Atarm System Is Installed at the new P.B.A, Police Station, at the Main
Gate, and in the event of any of the Alarms being actuated, the Police fnform the
Statfon through the medium of the Dlrect Line, which termlnates at 2 red
instrument on the console. Direct Lines leave the switchboard for the Fireboat
Station, Eastern Arm, and the old Green Lane Statfon, which is now used as a Foam
Compound Stere.Priority Signalling is of course incorporated, between the Conscle,
and Brigade Control, as in the case of cother Stations.

The lower photograph shows a general view of the Mess Room, and servery..

Quite a different plicture to the days - not leng past, when perscnnel obtained

their meals from an old fashloned scullery In the Green lLane era !
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BRIGADE  APPLIANGCES. R.H. Gapper
(Headquarters., )

On the facing page | have presented a photograph of the Emergency Tender 190 LHY
which is allocated to the Central Station,

This appliance, which was commisslioned during 1961 is extremely versatile, by
virtue of fts gperational potentlal belng such that it can supply sufficient powen
from its buflt fn generator to suppert extremely efficlent floodliighting and/or power
tocls. Additfonally, Oxy-acetylene cuitling equipment, together with Heavy lifting gear
comprises part of the complement of Rescue gear.

P

Breathing, and Resuscitation Apparatus Is also carrled, together with a fully

comprehensive stock of spares for fleld maintenance if requlred,

The appliance is fitted with Twin note audlble warnlng herns, and blue flashing
beacon, In accord with standard Brlgade practice.

Once again, it Is perhaps opportuns to mentlon that this appliance is a famillar
sight to present members of the Brigade, but It fs thought cpportune to present a
photograph for the benefit of other rcaders,

Any minute now, so to speak, another very faithful member of the Brigade will be
leaving us... namely Leyland Pump HY 9756. Tenders have been invited for any outside
organisation to purchase this appliance, and to those members of the former Bristol
Pclice Fire Brigage, this may possibly prove of Interest, particularly in view of the
fact that this particular appliance, whlch was purchased round about 1934, has since
that time been almost without exeception, In the front line, Like all her other Leyland
"relatives", she has given service of the highest possible degree. [t is Indeed a
great oredit to such members of the Brigade as Jack Britton, Ted Howard, Jack Sweet,(@nd mnc
retired) and Ernie Burt, that ALL these app [fances have been kept on the run for so very
many years, and | have no gqualms In my mind that such good service could not be had from
any make of appidance - even a Leyland, without the extremely metlculous care and nursing
which our good friends have lavished upen them over the years.

Two new Wlreless equipped Land Rovers will shortly be put Into service, as the
result of the appointment of additional Assistant Divisional Offlcers to the Brigade,
This medium will enable these officers to be highly mobile, and In constant contact with
Fire Control whilst they go about thelr routine calls to Stations, visits, ete,

One further polnt of interest.., The Avonmouth Turntable Ladder, FHT 674 has recentl
spent a month or so on "detached duty" at Exeter Fire Brigade Headquarters, whilst the
Turntable Ladder belonging to that Brigade has undergone a Ycheck up". No doubt the

presence of this appliance in that City caused a minor stir when responding to calls there
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OUT AND ABOUT

Despite the fact that Winter [s with us, many Summertime haunts are
equally pleturesque when the frost or snow (within reason) is In eviderice also.

The pleturesque Abbots Pool, which Is situated on the Somerset side of
the fvon Gorge, Is no exception under such circumstances.

Like so many other bsauty spots with which Bristol is favoured, this
dellghtful spot may be vislted all the year round, and is within half an
<

hour's rlde of most of our local readers.

I+ s on the maln Portishead road, approximately a mlle from the top of
Ro/nham Hill, on the left hand side.... At this time of the year, on a nice
sunny afternccn, it 1s an ldeal place for peace, fresh alr, and beauty.

Readers of the "Summer" 1963 edition of the “Fireflash" will recall that a
new Central Station representative had been nominated, namely Fireman H. Hardy....

With regret at having to do so, 1 reproduce herewith Harry's contribution

to this lssue, In pespect of material recelved for incluslon In this Issue........
s g JLED2Y

MREADERS WILL BE GRIEVED TO LEARN OF THE DEATH OF GENERAL [NTERES:_
AT STATION NO.1 CENTRAL......... HE HAS BEEN SUCCEEDED BY

GENERAL APATHY !

"it's my first offence. oftficer
—-couldn’t you overlook 327
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MOTORING SECTION R.H. Gappers.

On Suncay November 3rd last, a Car Rally was held,
commenclng at Scuthmead Firo Staticn at 1015 a.m. and
the route covering Becminster Doun, Leng Ashion, Mafilsea,

LN Agﬁ@fﬁ Brockloy Combe, Bristol Alrpert, Rechlii, Blegdon,
gkg B '%ﬁgf Chew Magna, Dundry, Whitchurch and Knowle. The Rally
§ E s @ § ended at Brislington Fire Statlon, where reversing Tests
;£ § wera carrled out.

o

Sixtesn cars were entored, and a moally lovely morning

Pt

_ the flrst nice day for a long fime — enhanced the whole
thing. Coupled with the very pleasant drive which was
== the work of Fircman Ernie Lewton of Southmead Station, and ¥

o

Fa
T
XS
\

a much lessap degree, myseif. Epnest and | ran around
the proute a week or so prior to the Rally, working out the Clues, and 1 must admit
tmab 1t was with a great amount of trepidatlon that | awalted the return of the
contestants at Brlslington Station 2t the concluslon of the actual Rally. | was
expecting severe eritlelsm of the whole thing, and was more than ready to hlame
Ernje for any such complaints. In every Instance however, nothlng but pralse was
fortheoming, so | had no alternative but to take full eredit for the pleturesque run
myself = particularly as Ernie was safely tucked away In the Watchroom at nls own

Stotion at that particular moment i

Boxes of sandwiches were presented to each contestant, and for this added
toueh of domestlcliy, thanks are due to my wife for snending half the nlght preparing
them, | would also add my appreclation to Mr. Davld J. Trotham, who, with Miss
J, Elsen, very effectively conducted the HUII Glimb Test at one of the Checkpolnts !

The Winner of the Rally was Mr. Dennis Mansficld, whe fs 2 member of the
Gristol Austin Car Club, and has himself on numerous oceasions devised Ralifes for that
particular organisation, He has been forwarded 2 Voucher for £2 for presentatlon o
The Jewel Box, Fairfax Street, Bristol.q. for subsequesnt salectlon of a gift to that

value.

The Rally was held under the name of this Magazine, and 1t was intended that
any profit therefrom would be paid Into the Magazine Fund. Unfortunately however; no
such profit was made, and the reverse was the case, tn that the revenue from a certain
advertlsement was used to provide for the Prize. hnyway, 1t was welil worth It, as so
many people had an enjoyable drive around the countryslde, which was tn itself quite

sufficient, apart from winning a prize.

Perhaps In view of the success of the November Rally, we may have more

entrants for the nexit one.
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MOTORING SECTION {Ctd.)

When this will be Is of ccdrse not yet known, as the Winter Seascn ls upon
us, with the posslbllity of eondlticns which could preclude the safe lmplementation
of a Rally. [t is bost therefore, to wait until the Spring.

Certain of the parilcipants of the November Rally suggested that there should
have been arrangements Included to terminate the proceedings In a Public House,
where a songenial "get together" could have been made, This idea might well be
berne In mind on future cccaslfens, There is however cne polnt which should be
remembered, and that Ts the "EON'T DRINK AND DRIVE™ proverb !

When a Rally Is devised under the jurisdiction of any Organisation, In this
particular case, the "Fireflash®, Tt Is essential that the whole thing s earried to
a safe conelusion. Traffle conditlons are such that there is no absolute certainiy
that a prescribed reute may be negotiated with eomplete freadom from the danger
of accidents, and It Is as well to remember that half anhour's moderate drinking
COULD precipitate such an accident. '
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{..) O 1 ifn L. OW g.h Ci TELEPHONE
INSUTANCE BROVER ALMONDSBURY
e s T o A b 2588
2} FAIRFORD CRESCENY
S5TOKE LOLGE. =

PATCHWAY wr. BRISTOL

Dear Reader,

60% NO CLAIM BONUS I!! ...  HIGHER BONUSES

From January 1st. 1964, | will allow 55% No Claim
Bonus after only THREE years Accideni-fres driving, and 60% after
four years.... Immecdlately you transfer, your past gecd driving
record will entitle you to one or other of these bigger bonuses.
(Poliefes expiring before December 34st will still be ellgible for
present rates and 50% No Claim Bonus}.

GRADUATED LOSS OF NG CLAIM BONUS.... If you have 60% No Claim
Bonus and you have an accident (through YOUR own fault) you are
merely demoted 10 25%... If you have 55% you go back to 20%.

NO "KNOCK FOR WNOCK! If you are ifnvolved In an accident, and a
full recovery Is made from the cther Party, your No Clalm Bonus remalns

completely Intact,
CAN YOU THINK OF A FAIRER SYSTEM FOR CAR INSURANCE 2777

Consult me before renewing yocur present Polfey... |
can, and | will save you meney..... Either write, telephone, or call.
Service Is avallable all day, evenings, and week ends.

Yours sincerely....u...

g

ﬁw
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HOLIDAY SNAPSHOT COMPETITION.

The response in respect of this Competiilfon was quite good, although it
would have been nice to have received many more entries,

The coloured (Transparency) Seetion of the Competition was won by \
Fireman £.G. Lewion, of Statfon No,2 Southmead, amf, in accordance wiih the
provisions of the Competition held in the Summer 4963 editlon &f the "Fipeflash"
the Cne Guinea Prize has been forwarded tc Mr. Lewton.

The transparency sent in by him was one of the audience of the Punch and
Judy Show on Weston super Mare sands.... The colour, coupled with the facial
expressions of the children was Instrumental in determining thls particular subject
as the winner,

In further accord with the conditlons of the Competftion, the winnlng Black
and white entry constitutes the front cover of this publication, and was sent In by
Fm. J. White of Scuthmead Statfen. [{ is of course a view of a much photographed
subject, namely Castle Combe,

It is truly amazing, that photographs and transparencies of places far and
wide - even Naples, should take second place to two so very near home. However, there
it Is.... The Competition was placed in the hands of the Bristol Cawmera Centre, and

was conducted with the highest degree of impartiality,

B e R (PSS S )

UNCLE TERRY'S CHILCRENS' PAINTING COMPETITION

As stated In the MAutumn" issue of the "Flreflash", the result of the above
Competition is contained in this Issue..... There was no difficuity In coming to the
concluslon as to the winner of this pariicular Competition, for the simpie reason
that no one entered !
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UBIQUE CONTROL. Tom Miller (H.Qrs.}

Who's always in demand..... The Control Room Staff,,. The Control Rocm Staff...
Who's always In the wrong.... The Control Room Staff... The Control Room Staff !
With Docs and Decs, and lively Soubrettes ~ a Cast well worthy of its settlng...
And the Messages It takes from surrounding hllls and lakes are inclusive of
all action but Post Betting,
It would amusing be, 1f wired for T.V. cur Brethren in Control could so be sereened,
And each and every one housechold names soon would become.
Enjoying fame beyond the wlldest dreamed,,,
We'd have Doctor (No ! NOT Kildare) but a gent as debonair, and Instead of Livingstone
we'd have our Stanley,
And the Ladles' Chorus Falr would leave the "Toppers" in the air... The
Public socn deserting Andy Pandy.
But alas, as always so, they soon would sure to go for the higher money on the other
F Channel,...
Then we'ld have to ralse their pay to get them all to stay... or a thirty hour
week and lots of flannel.
But let us doff our caps to both the Girls and chaps who sit there caged as If at
Bristol Zoo,
And remember.. when you're "Calling" - KILL the urge to do some "Balllng"...
As there are others on the line as well as YOU. !!!

B E s e e e R e R s e e e e e e S S e e e e T o

BRIGADE TABLE TENNIS ACTIVITIES.

The Brigade Table Tennis Team, under the Captaincy of Leadlng Fireman John
Barnes, continues to progress from "sirength to strength® as the saying goes.
Matches a2re arranged for the Season, and the "Home" ground is Brlslington Fire
Station. e Of the nine Matches played so far this Season, the Team have won
elght, and were, until December 3rd. Top of the League, Unfortunately, late
arrival, and non-attendance of one member on this ceccasion did not enhance the
position,

However, with such a potentiai as appears to be prevalent In the Team, and
the keen Interest taken, any temporary set-back should soon be resolved,

Fixture Lists for forthcoming Matches have been circulated to all Stations
and Departments, and are avallable for perusal on Notlce Boards.
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MOTORTIG SECTION (Cid.)

When this will be Is of ceurse not yet known, as the Winter Season s upon
us, with the pesslb!lity of condltions which could preclude the safe lmpliementatlon
of a Rally. It Is post therefere, to walt until the Spring.

Certzin of the partlicipants of the November Rally suggested that there should
have been arrangements included to terminate the proceedIngs In a Public House,
where a eongenial Mget together™ could have been made, This idea might well be
berne In mind on future cccaslens, There s however one polnt which should be
remembered, and that is the "EON'T DRINK AND DRIVEF proverb !

When a Ratly is devised under the jurisdicticn of any Organisation, in this
particular case, the "Fireflash", Tt Is essential that the whele thing Is earried to
a safe conclusion. Traffic conditlens are such that there is no absclute certainty
that a prescribed reute may be negotiated with eomplete freedom from the danger
of accidents, and it is as well to remember that half ankour's mcderate drinking
COULD precipitate such an accident,

B R e BB b e o e L o s e B e LT o ey i e e
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MOTORING SECTION

On Sunday November 3rd [ast

Brockiey Combe, Bristo! Alrpert

wera carrled out,

STxtean ears were entered,
- the first nlece aay for a long

thing, Coupled with the very p

R.H. Gapper.

» a Car Rally was held,

commencling at Scuthmead Flre Station at 1015 a,m, and
the route covering Bedminstep Down, Leng Ashion, Nailsea,

» Redhitl, Biagdon,

Chew Magna, Dundry, Whitchurch and Knowle, The Rally
ended at Brlslington Flre Statlon, where reversing Tesis

and a really lovely morning
time - enhanced the whole
leasant drlve which was

= s the work of Firzman Epnie Lewion of Southmead Station, and 1

a much lesser degree, myself,
the route a week or so prior to the Rally, working out the
that it was with a great amount of trepidation that 1 awalt
contestants at Brislington Station at the eoncluslon of the
expecting severe eriticlsm of the whole thing, and was more
Ernle for any such complaints, In every instance however,
forthecoming, so | had no alisrnatfve but to take full epredi
myse¢lf — particularly as Ernfe was safely tucked away In th
Stetlon at that particular moment !

Boxes of sandwiches were presented to each contesta
touch of domesticlty, thanks are dus to my wife for spendln
them, | would also add my appreclation to Mr, Oavid J, Tr
Jo Elson, very effectively conducted the HIII Cllmb Test at

3

The Winner of the Rally was Mr. Dennls Mansfizld, w

1
Bristol Ausiin Car Club, and has himself on numerous oceas|
particular organisation, He has been forwarded a Voucher
The Jewel Box, Falrfax Street, Bristol,q1. for subsecgquent se

value,

The Rally was held under the name of this Magazine,
any profit therefrom would be pald Into the Magazine Fund.
such profit was made, and the reverse was ihe case, In that
advertisement was used to provide for the Prlze, Anyway,
many people had an enjoyable drive around the countryside,
sufficient, apart from winning a prlze,

Ernest and | ran around
Clues, and | must admit
ed the return of the
actual Rally. | was
than ready f¢ blame
nething but pralse was
t for the pleturesque run
e Watchroom at his own

nt, and for this added

g half the nlght preparing
ctham, who, with Miss

one of the Checkpolnts !

he I's a member of the

ons devised Rallles for that
for £2 for presentation io
lectlon of a gift to that

and 1t was Intended that
Unfortunately however, no
the revenue from a certain
It was well worth [t, as so
which was fn [tself quits

Perhaps In view of the success of the November Rally, we may have more

entrants for the next one,
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HOL }DAY SNAPSHOT COMPETETION.

The response in respect of this Competitlcn was quite good, although it

would have been niee to have received many more entries,

The coloured {Transparency) Section of the Competition was won by \
Fireman E.G. Lewion, of Statfon No,2 Southmead, amd, in accordance wlth the
provisions of the Competition held In the Summer 1963 editfon of the "Fireflash"
the One Guinea Prize has been forwarded to Mr. Lewton, <

The transparency sent in by him was one of the audience of the Punch and
Judy Show on Weston super Mare sands.... The colour, coupled with the facial
expressions of the children was instrumental in determining this particular subject
as the winner,

in further accord with the conditlons of the Competltion, the winnlng Black
and white entry constitutes the front cover of this publicatlon, and was sont In by
Em. J. White of Scuthmead Statfon. [t is of course a view of a much photographed
subject, namely Castle Combe.

It is truly amazing, that photographs and transparencles of places far and

wide -~ even Naples, should take second place to two so very near home, However, there

1t iS.... The Competition was placed in the hands of the Bristol Camera Centre, and
was conducted with the highest degree of impartiality.

HNFIHHE RN D B e B . T i X R 2K R H XA

UNGLE TERRY!S CHILCRENS'! PAINTING COMPETITION

As stated In the "Autuma” issue of the "Fireflash", the result of the above
Competiticn is contained in this [ssu@..... There was no difficulty In coming to the
conclusion as to the winner of thls partfeular Competition, for the simpie reason
that no one entered !
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UBIQUE CONTROL. Tom Miller (H.Qrs.}

Who's always In demand..,.. The Control Rocm Staff,.. The Control Room Staff...
Who's always in the wrong.... The Control Room Staff... The Control Room Staff !
With Does and Decs, and iively Soubrettes - a Cast well worthy of its settlng...
And the Messages It takes from surrounding hilis and lakes are inclusive of
all action but Post Betting.
It would amusing be, if wired for T.V. our Brethren in Control could so be screened,
And each and every one household names soon would become,
Enjoying fame beyond the wlldest dreamed,..
We'd have Doctor (No ! NOT Kildare) but a gent as debonpair, and instead of Livingstone
weld have our Stanley,
And the Ladles' Chorus Falr would leave the "Toppers" in the air... The
Publfe socn desertlIng Andy Pandy.
But alas, as always so, they soon would sure to go for the higher money on the other
Channel,,..
Then we'ld have to ralse their pay to get them all to stay... or a thirty hour
week and lots of flannel,
But let us doff our caps to both the Birls and chaps who sit there caged as if at
Bristol Zoc,
And remember.. when you're "Calling" ~ KILL the urge to do some "Balling"...
As there are qtﬁfrs on the Iine as well as YOU. !!!

B b e e e e R e PO i e e e e R e e e e e T e e e

BRIGADE TASLE TENNIS ACTIVITIES,

The Brigade Table Tennis Team, under the Captaincy of Leadlng Fireman John
Barnes, continues to progress from "sirength to strength" as the saying goes.
Matches are arranged for the Season, and the "Home" ground is Brisiington Fire
Station..... Cf the nine Matches played so far this Season, the Team have won
elght, and were, unt!l December 3rd. Top of the League. Unfortunately, late
arrival, and non-attendance of one member on this cccasion did not enhance the
pesition,

However, with such a potential as appears to be prevalent In the Team, and

the keen interest taken, any temporary set-back should soon be resolved,

Fixture Lists for forthcoming Matches have been circulated to all Stations
and Departments, and are avallable for perusal on Notice Boards.
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D1.MOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY. Hearty Congrabulations to Mr. and Mrs.
: HERBERT JANES, of 243 Passage Road,
Westbury on Trym, Bristol, on the oceasion

of thefr DIAMCIND Wedding Anniversary
recently. Herbert was formerly a member of
the Bristol Police Fire Brigade {83 '6%) and
retired from the Brigade on 6th,Feb. 1929,
He is now 85 years of age, and Mrs. Janes
B4vvoueernnven. WELL DONE, AND THE VERY
8EST TO YOU BOTH FOR MANY MANY MORE YEARS :
«
SILVER WEDDING ANNIVERSARY. Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Tom Miijer

on the occasion of their recent Anniversary.

Although few if any, members of the Brigade
have had the pleasure of meeting Tom'!s wife's
parents, they also celebrated their GOLDEN
fnniversary on the same date. CONGRATULAT IQNS

DEATH The rocent death of Mr, Albert Leighton is
announced with deep regret. Mr. Leighton was
the pre-war Chief Fire Officer of Weston-super-
Mape. He was a well known figbre in N.F.S.

17 Area durlng the War.,

MFIREFLASHY CAR RALLY. G. Harris (Speedwell)

The members of this Station who took part with thelr wives in the Rally
held on 3rd. November last really enjoyed the event, and hope 1t wi!l ke the
forerunner of many more, Several commented that a few more obstacies In the
Reversing Test could be Included tn future Rallies,... It obviously went
down well with everyone participating, and there could well be a larger
number of entries in future.... The Speedwell participants congratulate
everyone concerned with the last Rally, for a really good show......

vo..1F YOU LADS WANT 1T MORE COMPLICATED....MORE COMPLICATED WILL T BE
NEXT TIME LIt THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAVOURABLE COMMENT THOUGH..

cww b EDs)
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mPQB‘l‘ANT_ NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE

F IR% BRIGADE

e T

WE SHALL BE PLEASED TO GIVE YOU A 15% (3/- IN THE POUND) D 1 SCOUN T ON ALL CASH PURCHASES..s.seeeues

COME AND SEE THE LARGE STOCK OF DIAMOND ENGAGEMENT RINGS, WEDDING RINGS, ETERNITY RINGS, DRESS, AND
SIGNET RINGS..vseessnvscnssrsaa

OVER F1FTEEN HUNDRED WATCHES TO CHOOSE FROM,.... CLOCKS...... DRESSING TABLE SETS..,.G0LD LOCKETS.. ...

CROSSES..s.s CHAINS,.... BRACELETS.ss.. NECKLETS, ..+ o EAR=RINGS. a0 BROOCHES .+ s+« JCUTLERY, ...
COSTUME JEWELLERY.sveseesses In short.,. Everything you expect to find in a Jeweller's Shop

GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

e
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Reproduced above Is a photograph of one of the old Stalwarts from the

Steamer era, which, as will be noted, was at one time a member of the Bristol
Brigade. (Photo by permission of Merryweather & Sons Lid.)

=

THE "FIREFLASH" MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE WILL, | AM SURE DESIRE TO JOIN ME IN
EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO THE BRISTOL CCRPORATION PRINTING AND STATIONERY
BEPARTMENT, FOR THEIR PAINSTAKING AND PATIENT TOLERANCE AND HELP DURING
THE PAST YEAR IN PROVIDING THE PRINTED SECTIONS OF THE MAGAZINE.........

AN EXTRA SPECIAL SEASONAL GREETING TO ALL MEMBERS OF THAT DEPARTMENT !!

A

m sremzrs TUED s}
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SCIENTISTS ARE WAGING A BUCCESSFUL WAR
AGAINST FIRE-RISK, DUST, AND RUST......-

They have produced a heat-resistant
protective so tough, it will withstand
temperatures of up to 2,000° F.

A plece of wood painted with thls
protectlve - called CORROTECH HR - was
held In the flame of a blow-lamp for
f1fteen minutes......The wood was not
eveh charred,‘and the coatlng remained
intact !

CEY ClzES > MOPEDS * TOYS & GAMES

ThE BUH ﬂHN'
BOYS OR GIRLS

"lr\' "juv-u-a ]
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FIRE PROTECTION
EQUIPMENT

(BRISTOL) LIMITED

Fire Protection
Engineers

CUMBERLAND ROAD
BRISTOL |

TELEPHONE BRISTOL 271 81/2




FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING REQUIREMENTS CONSULT

Welch & (o [td.

FOR NEW CARS «

See the wonderful range of 4 ¢yl Vauxhall Cars —— the Victor.
Super, De Luxe, and Estate, alse the sparkling VX 4/90.
In the 6 cyl range the wonderful Velox and elegant Cresta.

FOR USED CARS

A comprehensive range of Quality Tested used cars is always in
stock at all our Branches.

FOR SERVICE AND PARTS

Over 20,000 parts always in stock. Repairs carried out by
Factory trained mechanics using most modern equipment.

We specialise in Part Exchange Transactions, Hire Purchase
and Insurance.

DOWNEND
Downend Road, Phone 65-1341

WESTBURY
Stoke Lane, Phone 62-6172

BEDMINSTER
North Street, Phone 66-2296

REDCLIFFE ST,
Bristol, 1, Phone 2-6211

BRISTOL’S VAUXHALL/BEDFORD MAIN DEALER
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BRIGADE  PERSONALITIES. Harry Jackson.

tn the year 1919 a Nerth Country m
as Superintendent of the Bristol Polie
Cade — a name which Is practleally unk
but a name that wliil always be remembe
had the honour to serve under him,

He was a man of fine physique, pos

an came to Brlstol to take up the position
e Fire Brigade,... His name - Frederick
nown amongst the Bristol Firemen of today,
red with high respect by those of us who

sessing a stentorlan yolee, and was a

commanding figure In uniform embe]lished with much gold braid which could have

been the envy of any Admliral of the FI
are so few these days, in other words,
made Tmmediate response when the bells

cet, He was one of those of which there
a4 Chief Officer AND 4 Fireman. He always
went down, and was Invariably aboard the

First Appliance before any other member-of the crew. 1 well remember how we

used to make svery endedvour 0 fheat

the 'Super! to Tt " particularly on night

calls. Frem our quarters in the old Bridewell Station, we had to come down two

poles, and run across the yard to the

Englne House. fred Cade however, had 1o

descerd three flights of stalrs frem hls quarters Into the yard, but he was first

cach iime !

luring his first six years of of i
the 3tation, performing the Cont inuous
most Erigades In the country at that 1
increased by twenty to enable the Two
“his system nccessitated the Day Duty
the Night Platoon ninety-eight hours p
woday, there would be Mass evacuation
tuperintendent Cade, with the lialson

ce, his Officers and mwen were tiving Tn on
Duty system, such system was the vogue in
ime. In 1926 the Brlgade strength was
Platoon System of duty to be fnstituted.
Slatoon to work seventy hours per week, and
er week. ([f these hours were in cperation
of personnel all over the Country ! |

of the Pollce Federatlon did however try

hard to get a 48 hour week, but the Watch Committee decided agalnst it as 1t would
srove too costly. In those days, 1t would have meant another farthing on the

rates.

This man inspired all of us - "His
Not one of us actually feared him, bec

Lads™ as he termed 1t 7 with confidenceé....
ause we all respected him.....Fear and

respect just doen’t mix. 1t 1s quite true that at a big fire when the crowds

sathered he played to the crowd as it were, We all aceepted that In addition to

seing a true Fipeman, he was also a sh
this. However large the blaze or comp
sxeltable, He gave orders for the pla
nost sultable positions, then became 0
helping a man with a branch there, and
dirty, so did he.

He always had the Interests of the

owman, and we ifked him all the more for
licated the incident, he never became

cing of appliances and personnel In their
ne of the lads himself, dragging hose here,
when we returned to the Station wet and

nold hands" a2t heart, equally as he did the

young Recrult, [f there was any domestic trouble In the life of any of him men,

he wanted to know... not out of ldle curiosity, but because he wanted to help in
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In any possible way he could. He had no time for the lazy types at the Statfon, or
the Sdryfoot" on the fire ground. To try any of these tricks, was the quickest
possible medfum of getting one's name on the "Roll of Honour" at the nearest

Emp loyment Exchange !

When Fred Cade took up his Appointment here from Rotherham, he termed our
Central Station as a "Dump', whilst the Station he had left was the last word in
perfection..... A few months later however, one of Fred's collcagues from
Rotherham called Into the Bristol Central Station and got into conversation with
"our chaps'., He commented on what a nlce Station we had, and how extremely modern
everything was. When asked about the Rotherham Station, he replied that they had
only one Appllance, and that was kept In a shed in the Cé;poration Yard there !

Even this bluff, when it was revealed, Talled to shake our high regard for
Fred, and this regard and respect remalned unaitered during the thirteen years that
we were fortunate encugh to have him for our Superintendent, When he retired In
1932 he left behind a worthy successor, who, a féew years later was to become

Superintendent himself.... his name... Bert Maunder, a worthy puptl of a worthy
teacher.

During his years of retirement how really proud Fred Cade must have felt hearing

of many of his "lads" attaining high positions in various Brigades throughout the
country.

When he died In 1947, his Epltaph could very well have been "WELL DONE -
THOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT.®

When present day Fire Serviee Trzining Schools and Colleges can produce men of
his type, then they will certainly have achleved greatness.

“js that your
igguar cutside
P

the stoff en-
tronce? ™
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FLASHBACK ..... THE CHARFIELD RAILWAY DISASTER. Harry Jackson.

It was at 5.30 a.m. on Saturday October 13th. 1928 that the most terrlble
railway disaster of that tlme occurred on the Gloucester side of Charfleld Raf lway
Station, when the Newcastle-leeds-Bristol Mail Train travelling at over 70 m.p.h.
crashed Into a goods traln which was backing into a siding at the Station. The

impact was such that Tt was heard over two miles away.

To add to the terror of the sesne two coaches were telescoped, and burst into
flames thus bringing other carriages and goods wagons into a mass of flames, and
trapping many of the passengers who were already trylng to make their escape from
the overturned coaches. In cne case a goods wagon had toppled ovef on to one of the

coaches, thus preventing escape by the occupants.

To give an ldea of the tremendous force of the impact caused by the crash, one
coach was hurled up on end, and came to rest against the parapet of the railway
tridge. One man was thrown Into the roadway of the bridge and escaped serious Infary...
% womzn was thrown clean over the bridge and landed on the traec on the Charficld
Siation side of the bridge, and later died of severe Injuries.

No road traffic was allowed across the bridge, as it was feared that the bridge
=ight collapse when the upended coach was removed. This necessitated the ambulances
spom Bristol and Gloucester taking on the Injured from each side of the bridge. In
the case of the Bristol Ambulances, an additional hazard presented [tself, In that
the fnjured had to be carrled wup a very steep railway bank. In addition to the
2ristol and Gloucester Ambulances attending, a special Ambulance Train was seni to the
cene from Bristol. In accordance with normal procedure, the work of the St. John

imbulance Servlee was truly magnificient.

In conjunctlon with the Brigades from Glomcester, Stroud, and Wotton under Edge,
the Bristol Brigade responded with Leyland Escape HT 3200 téwing a Trailer Pump. The
C211 was received at the temporary headquarters of the Brigade at Quakers Frilars. (it
2s at the time when the present Central Station was being built).  Superintendent
jo and Inspsctor Lear led the way through dense fog In what was then known as the

gade visiting car, The crew of the Escape comprised Fireman Hart, Farr, Philpott,
-~< myself (Harry Jackson).... Despite the extremely bad visibility, we were all on
Y Y P Y

ihe scene in a matter of 35 minutes.

The Gloucester Brigade had tc obtain their water from a strem which was more
2h2n a quarter of a mile away. Due to the usual commendable foresight of Supt.Cade
~owever in taklng the Trailer Pump, we got It to work on the line close to the water
22k used for filling the locomotives, and through the medium of an empty tar barrel

wich was found nearby which was placed under the feed pipe from the tank, we were
-1z to control the supply in accordance with the demand of three jets which were

ccerated from the pump.
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Tho fire had so speedily travelled from coach to coach, that when we arrived,
the moans and screamsof the trapped passengers could still be heard. 1% was an

absclute impossibility to rescue them all.

On the Monday morning following the Incident, the death rall was given as
twenty, with only three identified. Many others were Injured.

A curious sequel to the disaster was ihe mystery of two little children who were
kitled, but were never Identificcd. Despite numercus enguiries which have been made,
no 1ight has bsen thrown on their identity. Stationmasters all along the line wers
questlioned, but to no avail. My personal theory for what it is worth, is that
the person or persons with whom the chi ldren were travelling were naver found,
having been presumably consumed compietely by the fire. As an Pliustration of
the intensity of the heat, ! saw parts of the underframe of coaches Iitera[]y-meitir

and running like a treacly substance,

The two children, together with other unidentiflied vietims of the disaster,
were burfed at Charfield Church,

Up to that particular time, the Charficeld Rall Crash was the longest journey
made by appliances and persomnei of the Bristol Pollee Fire Brigade. It was also ar

unforgettable experience,

1.
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Saggttartus (SOUTHMEAD).
A TRIP TO PESARO (ITALY).

Not even the sight of the rain-swept tarmac of Southend Alrport could dampen eur
irits. To us this was a new adventure and we had just allghted from the midnight
-=ch from Bristol, - perhaps a [lttle drowsy, but nevertheless elated at thls
cortunity to sample the delights of a Continental Holiday.

The flight to Ostend was rather bumpy beneath a cloudy sky, then, with the
rmalities of Customs behind us we were away on the Autobahn through Belgium., At
-ussels we had Iunch, and were afforded time for a shopping expedition and an
it Into the mad - utterly mad, Continental style of driving..... Every other
-torist is a potential Jim Clark, and jay-walking pedustrians are fflr game,

Cur first night was spent at Luxembourg, and It was delightful., Marvellous
-:2] accommodation had been arranged, and afier a breakfast of delicious hot rolls
~d butter, with creamy coffee, we passed over the korder into France.

At Nancy we saw an Official golng to Ehjcch In period costume, splendidly arrayed
three-cornered hat, doublet, and velve{ eloak . We saw too, our first Gendarme,
12 he was either too over—officiocus or non-photogenle, and he strictly forbade us %o
sotegraph him.

Then we were away Into the breath-tzking loveliness of Switzerland which [s more,
sch more even than one's wildest dreams, The fabulous St. Gothard Pass, and

iziuresque chalets nestling under the snow-covered Alps Is straight from those
-11dhood story bocks with their pletures of Falryland.

We awaited the sunrise at Lake Lucerne at 5.30 a.m., and were well reowarded,

ser the quaint wooden bridge with its covered walk there appeared a Swiss gentleman

ith a brief case in one hand, and a magnificent dead fox In the other, A party of
~hool children In National Costume arrlved and sang melodious Folk Songs In the
orning mist. Towering above Lucerne, the snow caps had taken on a rose~tinted hue,
~< the poor overworked camera chese this particular point to rebel against non-stop
meiionlng and, most unfortunately jammed ! Many Irreplaceable shots were lost,

~= | can assure readers that much hot alr laced with horrible Invectlves was

reated at that particular time !
The enchanting blue of Lake Magglore, and Lake luganc, and the beautIful town of
resz with fts tropleal palms unfolded before us that day. Bella, Bella..,. yes

Ie1

: ES so very beautiful that one cannot deseribe It. Like rare wines, they musi be
led personally, and what delight and memories will then be yours Il

¥ilan, sprawling Industrial giant, was dirty and ugly, redeemed only by the
il The Gallery and the Opera House, Perhaps | should add also the lmmaculate
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4t an average speed of 50 miles per hour, our King Coach ate up the 80 mlles of
the Autobahn between MIlan and the Adriatic Cecast, and as the sun shone
mercilessly down from a ciear blue sky we reached Modena. Here we changed coaches
and found the strects so hot ihat we dived Into the nearest cafe for cooling
"gpansoda® and “Gelat] Cassata® - the most delicious ice eream confeciion Imaglin-

able., Tt made the sweltering 90° bearable !!

Through the outskirts of Cattollnz, RimInl and Ricclone —~ "The pear!l of the
Adriatlc", southwards Into Pesaro, our destination. Here, medern and anclent
styles of architecturs ars found side by side with palatial hotels and the bluest

of blue skies. The beachas have wonderful sand with good bathing facilitlies. Colourful

1talian beaeh vendors add lustre to the scene whilst they sell drinks, flsh, and
<

cther dellcacles.

From the hotel balcony the multl coloured beach umbrellas look llke confettl
seattered upon the sllver sand, At night too, a million coloured 1ights twinkle

- in the velvet blackness of the Adriatle, !ilumlned now and then by the brilifance

of harmless summep sheeti-lightning.

In the frult markets, huge ripe golden peaches can be bought for a PENNY EACH !
Huge Sundew Water Melons, and grapes are also fantastlcally cheap, but a cup of
so-called English tea with a blscult will cost you THREE SHILLINGS ANG TUPPENCE !

The evenlings are warm and balmy, and one can laze around and be entertained
by an outdoor Cabaret until three In the morning, Service charges In the Cafes are
high and the English pound notes seem to vanish very quickly....{Don't bother with
Travellers Cheques).

San Marlno, one of the smallest, if not the smallest Republic In the world, is
set In bandit country with glortous views of the dpenine Range. We encountered a
Flltm Unit on loeatlion there, and the focal pollce force were so perturbed at
disrespectful tourisis walking across the set that we were azlmost thrown into the
Priscn or dungeon as offending persons. However, we regaled ourselves with "la
Cremz de Christi® at 3/40d ser botile, and returned to our ccach with Sllk Blcuses,
[eather bags {both at £1 each) and other presents of ligueur and chocolates.

Cn our last day the jovial, portly Italian beach-hut atiendant with her nut-brown
bambinos bid us "Arriver Derci® and a sad, nostalgic sllence setiled upon each of us

as we took our seats In the coach once more,

Yo retraced the Autobahn route up the malnland of Italy to Miian, and then
ascended the Simolon Pass with Tts fascinating yet terrifying snow covered heights
through France tc Paris, MNature greeted us with the coldest Sepizmber day for 90
years, and how it rained !! A conducted tour of the Efffcl Tower, the Champs
Elysce, and other points of interest, all floodlit, proved a wonderful experience.
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t Cstend  Alrport we were deprived of the opportunity of purchasing Whiskey at
7/5d per pInt, and Senlor Servlce elgarettes at 13/3d. for 200 » by an unexpected
2 urgent call to our alreraft..... What a ahame [!

Eventually we boarded the mldnight coach at Vlietorla, arrlving in Brlstol at 9 a.m,
nd even though some of the elatlon of our trip still lingered, this proved
thing of an anti-climax.

Now we can treasure the memorics of those dlstant parts and renew the pleasures
»d dellghts of cur Hollday with many coloured slldes. They wlll thus tramspori us
~om the cold, freezing climes, to Bella, Bella vistas of blue skies<and hot sands.

INAL IMPRESSIONS Itallans are born hunters of ihe fair sex, and Enc[!sh pounds, ..
In that order....

Take all your film with you, and TWC (1 repeat) T W O...

cameras !
Lastiy, start planning and saving NOW.

.5. A King coach wefghs {0 tons, carrfes 45 passengers, and 240 gallons of
dlesel fuel. It has an average speed of 50 to 60 t.pehe has It s own

i1t In tollet and a tea bar also. Alreraft type seats, Radlo..... THE LOT !!

I AR e R K I e I S IR SR S R I T TR N S S S S

LIGHTNING  FIRES {E.G. Lewton}

4 recent Canadlan Foresiry Department analysis Report siates that lighining was a
2 factor In the disastrous forest fire season which struck Canada durlng 1964,
cording to the Halifax Chronlfele Herald (Canada) dated March 46th..."There were
255 forest fires whleh destroyed nine and a half mlllfon acres at an estimated loss

sixty seven mlIlilon dollars.

Al1 these flgures constitute record highs., The 4962 lcss however, was [ittle

rz than half this flgure,
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in Executlve Offfcer of the United Natlons mllitary Staff Committee has, as a
are time hobby, been collecting Proverbs from Dlplomats over the last twenty five
ars, and these have recently been published in book form entitled "Wit and Wisdom

the Unlted Nations",

Three samples are glven herewith..... RUSSIAN — Lie, but don't overdo It !
D124 - Kill one, a murderer..,.. K1}l thousands - a Hero,
"NZSE - The only way you can unite wlth the Tiger, Is Inslde the Tiger !

o
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MWHAT'S IN A NAME 777 M

Towards the end of the Editurial, on page four of this lssue, reference
was made to an article which appeared in the Gloucestershire County Fire
Brigade Magazine "FIREFLASH" dated November, 1963..... Here it Is.,.. (ED.)

"Looking through the August Edition of "Fire Protectlon Review", 1t
was noticed that Bristol City Flre Brigade had started thelr own Magazine.

Now don't think 1 am golng to ask you to send them articles for
publication..,.Boodness knows, it Is difflcult enough to get material for
this epistlie I A coincidence has arisen by virtue of the fact that they have

chosen the name UFIREFLASH! for their Magazine fco !!

Though we are clalming no copyright, the Chief wrate to the Chief Officer
of Bristol City Fire Brigade, K.L. Helland, Esq., M.B.E., M.l.Fire E., pointing
out the coincidence, and sending him two copies of our latest issues.

The Editor of Bristol's "FIREFLASH", Mr, R, Gapper, has drawn his
readers! attention to this 'Name's the same! and hopes that we can continue
on a basis of 'peaceful co-exlstence! as | am sure we can.

1 have been fortunate enough to have read all the Issues of the Bristol
Magazine, and | have been most Impressed with the presentaticn and quality of
each one. One thing that reaily astounded me is that Ttems under a Motoring
Saction heading have been hold back as they were over-subscribed with other
material !!

1t seems as though being able to write Is cne of the qualifications for
entry into this County Borcugh Brigade,....,"
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A MOPED

A SCOOTER

A MCYCLE

A 3I’WHEELER
or CAR

You Canot do better than deal
with the firm that thousands trust

* Better Choice * Better Terms
* Better Service

GLANFIELD [T
BATH RD. 84
§ BRISTOL §g§

LAWREACE B2




FOR AN UNRIVALLED

PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE OF LUXURY
COACHES

"~ Telephone: 24632

Bristol Omnibus Go. Ltd.

~will gladly give quotations and advice

CONSULT OUR PRIVATE HIRE DEPT.
1/3 ST. AUGUSTINE’S PLACE, BRISTOL, 1

WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS

FRANKLIN & GO. LIMITED
MOON ST., BRISTOL 2

TELEPHONE 24645

DISTRIBUTORS OF

BRITISH AND FOREIGN LAGERS

TABLE WATERS

FRUIT JUICES AND SQUASHES

CIDER AND PERRY IN CASK AND BOTTLE

BOTTLERS OF BASS AND GUINNESS




